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MINUTES. 


Pursuant  to  notice,  given  by  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Ohio 
State  Anti-Slavery  Society  held  its  Fourth  Anniversary,  in  Put- 
nam, Muskingum  county.  May  29th,  1839. 

Wednesday,  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  delegates  assembled  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  On  motion.  Rev.  C.  G.  Finney,  took  the 
chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

On  motion,  the  following  committees  were  then  appointed: — 

On  Business:  G.  Bailey,  Jas,  G.  Birney,  Jas.  C.  Ludlow,  W, 
W.  Bancroft,  and  Henry  Cowles. 

On  Funds:  E.  Weed,  L.  D.  Butts,  W.  Donaldson,  Robert  Han- 
na,  Thomas  Rodgers. 

On  Depository  and  Philanthropist:  Lorenzo  D.  Butts,  James 
Boyle,  Asa  Smith. 

On  Nomination  of  Officers:  Daniel  Parker,  E.  Weed,  W.  Rob- 
inson, W.  Donaldson,  M.  R.  Robinson. 

On  motion,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was 
then  read  by  Dr.  Bailey,  accepted,  and  with  a  single  amendment, 
adopted.  The  printing  of  it  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Adjourned  to  2  o'clock  P.  M. 


2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

President  Finney  in  the  chair.     Meeting  opened  with  prayer. 

On  motion,  Horace  Nye,  A.  A.  Guthrie,  and  A.  Bushnell  were 
appointed  a  committee,  to  make  out  the  roll  of  delegates  present. 

G.  Bailey  from  the  Business  Committee  reported  resolutions  in 
relation  to  the  acts  of  the  Ohio  legislature  at  its  last  session.  [See 
Resolutions  marked  A.]  They  were  acted  on,  separately,  and  the 
discussion  to  which  they  gave  rise,  which  was  both  spirited  and 
profitable,  occupied  the  afternoon.  The  one  respecting  the  case 
of  Mahan  being  under  consideration,  he  was  called  npon  by  the 
audience,  for  an  account  of  the  whole  case,  which  he  gave  in  a  very 
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interesting  manner.     After  llie  adoption  of  several  of  the  resolutions, 
llie  convention  adjourned  till  8  o'clock  P.  M. 


8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Dr.  Alexander  Campbell,  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  in  the  chair. 
Meeting  opened  with  prayer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  out  the  list  of  delegates  pre- 
sent, reported  284  names.     Report  accepted. 

On  motion,  all  Abolitionists  present  were  invited  to  participate  in 
the  proceedings. 

A  letter  from  J.  A  Thome  to  the  Convention  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings.  The  consideration  of  the 
remainder  of  the  resolutions  (marked  A)  was  resumed,  and  the 
evening  consumed  in  their  discussion.     They  were  all  adopted. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'clock  to-morrow  .morning. 


JJmrsday,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Convention  assembled.     President  Finney  in  the  chair.     Prayer 
by  the  president. 

On  motion,  Eli  Nichols,  'W.  W.  Bancroft,  and  Ed.  Sturges, 
were  constituted  an  auditing  committee. 

On  motion,  L.  W.  Knowlton,  A.  F.  Hanna,  and  J.  Cable,  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  receive  the  reports  of  auxiliary  societies. 

The  Committee  on  the  Philanthropist  reported,  that  the  paper 
had  now  a  larger  circulation  than  at  any  former  period,  having  a 
subscription  list  of  about  3000;  but  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
arrearages  still  due.  They  recommended  the  following  resolution 
which  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  obtain,  and 
report  to  the  corresponding  secretary,  the  names  of  one  or  more 
persons,  member,  or  members  of  each  society,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  collect  the  monies  due  on  the  Philanthropist,  and  on  pledo-es, 
and  to  procure  subscribers  to  the  paper.  M.  R.  Robinson,  E.  Weed, 
and  L.  D.  Butts  were  appointed  this  committee. 

The  committee  on  nominations  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
accepted  and  adopted.  [See  the  names  of  officers  in  another 
column.] 

(i.  Bailey  from  the  Business  Committee  reported  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, relating  to  the  action   of  Congress  and  the  general  govern-- 
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ment  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  [See  resolutions  marked  B.] 
They  were  read,  and  on  motion,  laid  on  llie  table. 

Titus  Bassfield,  who  was  a  slave  for  27  years  in  Tennessee,  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  for  about  half  an  hour.  He  paid  $550  for  liim- 
self,  has  been  free  over  somewhat  four  years,  and  has  labored, 
and  attended  school,  alternately. 

A  series  of  resolutions,  explanatory  of  the  ground  assumed  by 
Abolitionists,  in  regard  to  the  political  bearmgs  of  the  slave-ques- 
tion, was  then  offered  by  President  Finney.  They  were  consi- 
dered separately,  and  the  mover  accompanied  each  one  by  remarks 
designed  to  illustrate  and  enforce  it.  With  some  slight  amend- 
ments, they  were  at  length  adopted,  and  constitute  the  series,  mark- 
ed C,  in  another  column. 

A  resolution  respecting  the  duty  of  Abolitionists  to  contribute 
liberally  of  their  funds  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Weed.  It  was  spoken  to  in  an  animated  style  by  Messrs. 
Weed,  Parker,  and  Birney,  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  now  proceed  to  take  up  pledges 
and  receive  donations,  for  the  support  of  the  cause,  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  business  of  obtaining  pledges,  &c.,  was  accordingly  com- 
menced, and  it  appeared  that,  when  closed,  nearly  $4000  had  been 
pledged. 

Adjourned  to  2  o'clock  P   M. 


2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment.     President  Finney  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Robert  Hanna,  one  hundred  dollars  were  appro- 
priated to  M.  R.  Robinson,  as  a  tribute  of  respect,  and  in  consi- 
deration of  his  past  labors  in  the  anti-slavery  cause,  in  the  arduous 
performance  of  which,  he  had  the  misfortune  entirely  to  lose  his 
voice. 

On  motion  of  R.  Hanna,  the  following  resolution  was  read,  and 
laid  OB  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  church  of  Christ  in  the  United  States  is  res- 
ponsible in  great  measure  for  the  present  existence  of  slavery  in 
this  country,  and  that  we  cannot  but  regard  any  branch  of  the  church, 
that  will  refuse  to  bear  testimony  against  it,  as  false  to  her  sacred 
vows,  and  in  league  with  the  dark  spirit  of  slavery. 

The   resolutions   reported    by    the    Business   Committee    in   the 
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morning,  respecting  the  action  of  the  general  government  on  •Ja- 
very,  were  then  separately  taken  up,  discussed,  and  at  length 
adopted. 

Mr.  Birney  then  moved  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  elective  franchise  is  a  power  conferred  in  the 
providence  of  God  on  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  Stales  for  good — 
which  they  ought  to  use,  and  invariably,  for  the  election  to  legisla- 
tive and  other  stations  of  trust,  of  those  only  who,  being  of  good 
moral  character,  are  known  to  be  favorable  to  human  rights,  and 
to  the  abrogation  of  all  distinctions  in  riglit  founded  on  color. 

The,  only  objection  made  to  this  resolution,  was,  that  its  pas- 
sage would  conflict  needlessly,  with  the  peculiar  notions  of  Cove- 
nanters who  were  members  of  the  Society,  who  believed  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  was  wrong,  and  therefore  refrain- 
ed on  conscientious  grounds,  from  voting.  The  resolution  was  ac- 
cordingly modified,  so  as  to  read,  after  the  first  clause,  ending  with 
the  word  "good" — "which  those  who  can  conscientiously  vote, 
ought  to  use  inviolably  for  the  eleftion,"  &c.  During  the  discus- 
sion on  this  topic,  a  letter  signed  by  a  committee  of  the  Medina 
Anti-Slavery  Society  w^s  read,  protesting  against  the  course  of  po- 
litical action  pursued  by  the  State  Society.  While  the  communica- 
tion was  treated  with  respect  as  coming  from  a  society,  its  senti- 
ments met  with  no  favor  from  a  single  member  of  the  convention; 
and  the  resolution  under  discussion,  with  the  proposed  amendment, 
was  heartily  adopted. 


8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  met.  Alexander  Campbell  in  the  chair.  Meeting 
opened  with  prayer. 

Hiram  Wilson,  who  has  spent  the  past  year  in  travelling  and 
preaching  among  the  colored  people  in  the  Canadas,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  he  supported  in  a  speech  of  half  an 
hour's  length. 

Resolved,  That  our  beloved  brethren  and  sisters,  who  as  teachers 
of  science  and  morality,  are  laboring  to  elevate  the  character  and  in- 
crease the  healthful  influence  of  the  free  colored  population,  of  the 
United  States,  and  British  possessions,  are  thereby  wisely  and  suc- 
cessfully promoting  the  cause  of  universal  emancipation,  and  ought 
\o  be  liberally  sustained  ijy  the  friends  of  the  enslaved. 

Ja?.  G.  Birney  moved  the  following  resolution. 
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kesolved,  That  all  plans  of  gradual  emancipation  are  inadequate, 
118  means  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States.     : 

In  support  of  the  resolution  the  mover  addressed  the  meeting  at 
considerable  length,  exposing  the  futility  of  colonization,  the  im- 
practicability of  any  scheme  of  gradual  emancipation  on  the  soil, 
and  showing  the  safety  and  benefits  of  immediate  emancipation. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  8  o'clock  A.  M. 


Friday  Morning,  8  o'clock  A.  M. 

Convention  met  according  to  adjournment.  President  Finney  in 
the  chair.     Meeting  opened  with  prayer. 

The  Business  Committee  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  unanimously. 

Eesolved,  That  the  responsibility  of  sustaining  slavery  in  this 
country,  rests  to  a  great  extent  on  those  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who 
are  professedly  opposed  to  the  system,  and  who  have  no  personal 
interest  in  its  continuance,  but  refuse  to  bear  their  testimony 
against  it. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Abolitionists  in  Ohio,  to 
establish  in  every  school  district  a  good  A.  S.  Library,  in  the 
course  of  one  year. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  be  recommended  to  our  fellow-citizens  to 
petition  the  next  legislature  to  reimburse  Mr.  Mahan  for  the  losses 
unjustly  incurred  by  him,  in  the  late  prosecution  against  him  in  the 
court  of  Mason  county,  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  the  moral  and  intellectual  elevation  of  free  col- 
ored men  is  vitally  connected  with  the  great  object  of  Abolition, 
and  that  in  our  view,  for  this  end,  special  effort  should  be  made 
for  the  education  of  their]  children  and  youth,  by  opening  and  sus- 
taining schools  in  all  their  settlements,  and  wherever  a  sufficient 
number  are  collected  together  to  compose  a  school,  and  far  better 
still  so  far  as  practicable,  by  opening  the  doors  of  all  the  schools 
and  literary  institutions  throughout  our  land,  for  the  free  admission 
of  persons  without  distinction  of  color. 

G.  Bailey  moved  that  the  resolution  respecting  the  responsibility 
of  the  church,  previously  offered  by  R.  Hanna,  and  laid  on  the 
table,  be  now  taken  up,  and  also  requested  leave  to  offer  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  the  following  resolutions,  which  was  granted. 

Resolved,  That   in  the  opinion  of  this  body,  those  ministers  of 
the  gospel,  who  have  preached  against  the  sin  of  slave  holding.' 
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have  acted  in  this  respect,  consistently  with  their  office,  as  preach- 
ers  of  righteousness,  and  imitators  of  Him,  whose  coming  was 
heralded  as  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth,  peace  and  good 
will  to  man. 

Resolved,  That  no  religious  society  can  be  considered  pure  from 
the  guilt  of  enslaving  men,  so  long  as  its  privileges  are  open  to 
slave  holders,  without  rebuke. 

These  resolutions  were  discussed  with  much  animation  by 
Messrs  Finney,  Cowles,  Weed,  Walker,  Hanna,  and  another  mem- 
ber, whose  name  is  now  forgotten. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  them  separately,  and  they  were  all 
adopted  unanimously. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  resolutions  the  following  was 
submitted  by  Professor  Cowles,  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  abolition  of  slavery  is  a  mighty  conflict  be- 
tween truth  and  falsehood,  righteousness  and  oppression;  that  in 
view  of  the  strength  with  which  slavery  has  imbedded  itself  in  the 
legislation  of  our  country,  in  its  customs  and  habits,  and  in  the 
lusts  of  power,  indolence,  wealth  and  passion,  our  reliance  for  suc- 
cess in  our  efforts  to  abolish  it,  rests  with  confidence  mainly  on  the 
power  of  truth,  upon  the  conscience  and  the  heart,  sustained  by 
Him  who  can  touch  the  hearts  of  men  and  turn  them  at  his  plea- 
sure; and  we  therefore  earnestly  recommend  as  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient means  of  abolishing  slavery,  that  the  monthly  concert  of  prayer 
for  the  oppressed  be  faithfully  observed  and  that  Christians  on  all 
suitable  occasions  implore  the  God  of  the  oppressed  to  interpose  in 
his  wisdom  and  love  for  their  deliverance. 

On  motion  of  John  Stuart,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  respect  is  due  from  all  right  hearted  men  to  those 
Christian  denominations  which  have  wiped  from  their  character  the 
foul  and  God-dishonoring  stain  of  slavery. 

On  motion  of  Horace  Nye,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  our  christian  brethren  in  Eu- 
rope and  other  parts  of  the  world,  in  our  eff'orts  to  abolish  slavery 
in  these  United  States,  will  tend  powerfully  to  hasten  its  abolition. 

On  motion  of  G.  Bailey,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  exhibitions  of  violence  on 
the  part  of  leaders  in  both  church  and  state  at  the  South,  we  still 
believe  that  there  are  patriots  and  christians  there,  who  deeply  la- 
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tnent  the  evil  of  slavery,  and  with  whom  we  are  called  upon  sin- 
cerely to  sympathize. 

'I'he  recommeiulHtion  of  the  Cireleville  antislavery  society  to 
change  the  form  of  the  Phiianlhropisl  from  tlie  folio  to  quarto,  was 
duly  considered,  aiul  laid  on  tiie  table. 

On  motion  of  L.  D.  Bulls,  the  following  resolutions,  after  some 
remarks,  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  anli-slavery  societies  of  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan  and  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  other  societies 
interested  in  a  general  anti-slavery  convention  of  the  Western  Stales, 
and  to  urge  upon  tliem  the  uiilily  of  ^uch  a  measure. 

Rewlvel,  Thai  it  l)e  recommended  to  the  Executive  Committee 
to  call  several  district  conventions,  during  liie  ensuing  autumn,  in 
such  ditferent  parts  of  the  slate  as  may  to  them  seem  best;  and  to 
secure  ths  atteiulanee  of  aide  speakers,  in  order  to  awaken  a  deeper 
anli-slavery  interest,  and  accelerate  llie  progress  of  the  cause. 

On  motion  of  E.  Weed,  it  was 

Resolved,  Thai  lire  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  pub- 
lish an  address  to  the  churches,  and  minisiers  of  the  gospel  in  Ohio, 
on  the  duty  of  christians  in   relation  to  American  slavery. 

Prayer  was  then  oHl-re;!  up  by  PiCsideiit  Finney,  and  the  con- 
vention adjourned,  after  a  most  active,  harmonious  and  deeply  in- 
teresting session. 

ELI  NICHOLS,      ?       c-       .     • 
Ti     iTOT->T^  r      iiecre'artes. 
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Paused  at  the  Fotirth  ^Snnlvsrsari/  of  the  Ohio   State  ^^nti-ila- 
very  ^".ociely. 

A. — FIRST  SERIES. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  rejoice  ai  the  noble  protests  of  ihe  leg- 
islatures of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  ami  of  the  II.  of  Kepre- 
aentatives  of  New  York,  against  the  allempls  in  Congress  to  abridge 
the  right  of  petition,  we  feel  deeply  abased,  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Ohio,  promptly  echoeil  the  servile  doctrines  contained  in 
the  Atherton  resolutions,  by  passing  a  series  of  resolutions,  as  false, 
as  they  were  abject  and  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  by  the  house  of  represen- 
2  . 
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tatives  of  Ohio  at  its  last  session,  which  denies  to  the  colored  pop- 
ulation of  the  state,  the  ri^ht  of  petition,  is  a  refinement  on  despo- 
tism itself,  and  an  exhibition  of  such  prejudice  against  color,  as  can 
b2  cherished  only  by  minds  habitually  malignant,  and  essentially 
vulgar  and  cruel. 

JesofveJ,  That  the  passage  during  the  last  session  of  our  legis- 
lature, of  the  Bill  relating  to  fugitives  from  labor,  at  the  dictation  of 
the  slaveholders  of  Keulucky,  has  degraded  the  free  state  of  Ohio 
in  the  estimation  of  her  sister  stales;  and  that  the  Bill  itself,  denies 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  converts  the  ministerial  officers  of  the 
Ohio  courts  of  justice  into  the  ignominious  tools  of  slavehokleis; 
invites  the  most  flagrant  aggressions  on  personal  lights  by  securing 
the  aggressor  against  liability  of  punishment;  tends  to  place  the  peo- 
ple of  Ohio  in  the  positicm  of  open  supporters  of  the  practice  of 
slaveholding;  is  an  outrage  on  the  constitution  of  the  state;  an  inhu- 
Jnan  attempt  to  fetter  the  most  generous  sympnthies  of  the  human 
heart,  and  a  palpable  violation  of  the  l;i\v  of  God. 

Jiesolve  I,  'I'bat  those  men,  who  advocated,  or  voted  for,  the  pas- 
sage of  said  bill,  have  given  in  the  servility  of  their  conduct,  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  that  no  office  of  trust,  power  or  profit,  in  the  gift 
of  the  people  of  Ohio,  would  be  safe  in  their  hinds. 

Resolved,  That  the  dictation  of  the  slaveholding  power  in  rela- 
tion to  the  last  election  in  this  state,  for  senator  to  Congress,  is  ad- 
ditional evidence  tliat  nothing  but  the  absolulp  control  cf  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  country  will  satisfy  the  slaveholder;  and  .shows  con- 
clusively tlie  low  estimate  placed  on  the  self  respect  and  love  of  in- 
dependence of  the  people  of  Ohio.  Such  dictation  oug'.it  to  have 
been  repelled  with  the  deepest  indignation  by  a  state,  jealous  of  its 
honor  and  watchful  against  encroachments  on  its  liberties. 

Resolved,  That  the  indictment,  demand,  delivery,  arrest,  abduc- 
tion, incarceration,  and  loading  with  irons,  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Mahan, 
a  citizen  of  Ohio,  were  disgraceful  to  Kentucky,  insulting  and  inju- 
rious to  this  state,  another  demonstration  of  the  aggressive  nature 
of  slavery,  a  fair  sample  of  the  ruthless,  unprincipled  policy  neces- 
sary to  uphold  this  system,  and  a  most  humilialir.g  evidence  of  the 
blindness,  or  stupid  indifference  of  the  constituted  authorities  of 
Ohio,  to  gross  invasions  of  the  rights  of  the  citizens  they  are  sworn 
to  protect. 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Mahan,  was  arrested,  and  re- 
moved from  ilie  protection  of  our  la^vs  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  the 
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Executive  of  Ohio,  iinlacvfuUy  granted,  whereby  he  was  made  un- 
justly to  sustain  great  pecuniary  loss,  he  ought  therefore,  being  oth- 
erwise remediless,  to  be  compensated  by  an  appropriation  from  the 
state-treasury. 

Uesnlvel,  That  Ohio  owes  it  to  herself,  to  humanity,  to  freedom, 
to  the  claims  of  jusiice,  to  the  God  of  nations,  not  only  to  repeal 
the  servile  law  passed  at  ilie  last  session  of  her  legislature,  but  also 
every  l.iw  on  her  statute-book,  which  discriminates  between  human 
beings,  on  account  of  tlieir  culor.  Such  laws  are  the  oflspring  of 
prejudice  against  the  oppressed,  and  of  a  sycophantic  desire  to 
please  the  oppressor,  and  find  no  warrant  in  self-interest,  or  hu- 
jnanity. 

Resolved,  That  color  in  Ohio  can  furnish  no  presuinption  of  sla- 
very,— that  it  is  disregarded  in  the  Constitution  of  the  state,  as  a 
basis  of  personal  rights,  and  therefore  we  are  bound  to  presume 
every  person  within  the  limits  of  the  slate,  free,  and  to  treat  him 
as  such, 

Resolved,  That  he  ought  to  be  regarded  as  infamous,  and  an  ene- 
my to  his  species,  who  in  a  free  state,  will  aid  or  assist  the  slave- 
holder, to  any  extent  or  in  any  way,  in  the  recapture  of  a  human 
being,  whom  he  claims  as  his  slave. 

Resolved,  That  the  noI)le  efforts  of  B.  F.  Wade  and  his  few  as- 
sociates, in  resisting  the  passage  of  the  Servile  Bill,  and  in  enilea- 
voringto  maintain  unimpaired  the  honor  ami  independence  of  Ohio, 
entitle  them  to  the  highest  respect  of  every  citizen  of  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  over  the  disgrace  inflicted  upon 
Ohio,  liy  the  conduct  of  an  abject  legislature,  we  yet  rejoice  in  the 
ihnui^ht,  that  in  the  senate  chamber  of  the  United  Slates.  Aboli- 
lion  has  found  its  first  advocate  in  the  person  of  an  Ohio  Senator. 
Let  Thomas  Morris  be  remembered  with  gratitude,  as  the  only  man 
in  the  United  States'  Senate,  who  twice  stood  forth  as  the  advocate 
of  the  truths  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  the  defender 
of  human  rights,  when  most  fiercely  assailed,  fir.-^t  by  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, and  then-  by  Henry  Clay; — and  this  too  in  the  face  of  his 
party,  and  with  the  sure  prospect  of  losing  his  seal. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  Ohio  ami  the  friends  of  liberty 
generally,  have  further  reason  to  rejoice,  in  the  manly  and  inoe- 
pendent  stand,  taken  by  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Giddings,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  against  the  aggressions  of  the  slaveholdiug; 
power. 
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B. — SECOND  SERIES. 

'Resolved,  That  the  assertion  so  often  made,  that  the  free  states 
have  nothuig  to  do  wiili  slavery,  or  tlie  slave-triide  in  this  country, 
is  untrue  and  unjust,  for  it  is  well  known,  tliat  the  government  of 
this  nation  has  been,  and  now  is,  wrested  from  its  original  pur* 
pose,  in  being  prostituted  to  the  gnardiansiiip  and  nurture  ol  the 
slave-system,  whereas  it  was  intended  by  its  framers  to  operate  for 
its  final  extinction. 

"Resolved,  That  the  free  states  liave  an  equal  interest  in  the  "gen- 
eral welfare,"  and  are  equally  bound  to  cherish  it;  and,  as  slavery 
is  rontinu:dly  acting  injuriously  upon  it,  they  are  therefore  solemn- 
ly bound,  to  resist  by  all  moral  and  cnnstiluticnal  means  the  further 
extension  of  slavery,  whether  in  principle  or  form,  and  by  right 
and  proper  action  on  the  slave-states,  induce  them  to  bring  it  to  an 
end  without  delay. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  slaveholder  has  procured,  if  not  command- 
ed, the  action  of  Congress,  as  well  as  of  our  own  stale-legislature, 
to  confirm  his  power  over  the  slave,  additional  obligations  are  laid 
upon  us,  as  Americans,  and  as  Ohio  citizens,  to  engage  in  anti-sla- 
very operations. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  in  Congress,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, with  reg;ird  to  petitions  and  memorials  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Coltimbia,  the  slave-trade,  and  kitulred  ob- 
jects, were  invasive  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  fiee  states,  and  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  individuals.  Any  interest  of  a  local  charac- 
ter, which  thus  aspires  to  use  the  national  legislature  as  an  instru- 
ment for  dishonoring  the  stntes,  and  outraging  rights  solemnly  se- 
cured by  the  feder.d  constiintion,  (mikI  such  we  regard  the  slave-hold- 
ing interest,)  ouL'hl  to  he  restniined,  if  not  put  down. 

Resolve:!,  That  the  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Atherton  into 
the  House  of  Rpprosentn'ives  of  ihe  United  States,  and  pnssed  by 
that  body,  were  a  wicked  attempt  to  deprive  American  citizens,  by 
the  action  of  one  house  of  Conijress,  of  that  sacred  right,  which 
the  constitution  declares  it  shall  not  he  competent  for  the  whole 
power  of  Congress  to  abridge. 

Resolved,  That  we  deny  the  truth  ofthnt  part  of  the  first  of  raid 
resolutions,  which  declares,  that  ('ongre'=s  has  no  jurisdiciion  what- 
ever over  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  several  stntes  of  this  confede- 
racy; because  it  has  a  right  to  regulate,  or  abolish  the  slave-trade, 
which  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  institution  of  slavery;  and  because 
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too,  it  owes  protection  to  the  slave  against  foreign  aggression,  and 
can  punish  him  for  treason  or  other  crime  against  the  United  States, 
independently  of  any  slave-siaie  or  slave-holder. 

"Resolved,  That  tlie  second  resolution,  in  assnming  that  C'cngresa 
ought  to  1)6  influenced  hy  the  alleged  motives  of  peiiiioneis,  is  an 
impertinent  usurpation.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  motives  of  pe- 
titioners, they  belong  to  themselves,  and  the  only  question  for  (Con- 
gress to  decide  is,  whether  the  object  prayed  for  be  constitutional 
and  proper  to  be  granted, 

Resofue  !,  ThiU,  so  fiir  from  Congress  having  no  right  to  do  that, 
which  may  indirectly  aflecl  the  institution  of  slavery,  it  is  both  their 
riglit  and  duty,  and  in  accordance  widi  the  design  of  the  framers 
of  the  (ronsiiluiion,  to  exercise  in  a  moral  way,  every  power  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution,  which  may  indirectly  overthrow  sla- 
very. 

Resolved,  That  the  assertion  in  the  third  re?olution,  that  the  "dis- 
turbing or  overthrow''  of  slavery  in  the  several  stales  is  against  the 
true  spirit  afid  meaning  of  the  constitution,  is  a  gross  libel  on  that 
instrument,  and  a  broad  and  glaring  curtailment  of  the  rights  of  the 
states;  because,  if  itie  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  constitution  be,  that 
slavery  shall  exist  in  the  states,  then  indeed  the  slates  have  no  power 
over  the  subject,  and  the  curse  of  slavery  is  entailed  upon  them,  in 
spite  of  themselves. 

Resolved,  That,  the  resolution  by  which  petitions  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  territories,  and  the 
slave-trade,  were  laid  on  the  table,  without  being  debated,  printed, 
or  referred,  is  an  act  of  high-handed  usurpation,  and  a  naked  vio- 
lation of  every  principle  of  free  governmenl;  an  act  which,  if  pa- 
tiently acquiesced  in  by  the  people  of  the  free  stales,  will  open  the 
way  for  still  more  fearful  invasions  of  their  liberties. 

Resolved,  That  the  system,  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  disposing  of  all  petitions  relating  to  slavery,  hy  layinjj 
on  the  tal)le  motions  to  receive  them,  is  a  practical  deniid  of  the 
right  of  petition,  and  calls  for  the  indignant  and  unintermilted  re- 
monstrances of  every  American  citizen. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  same  body,  in  refusing  to  con- 
sider or  print  the  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Vermont  on  the  same 
subject,  shows  that  the  slave-b.olding  power  has  no  more  respect  for 
the  sovereignty  of  states,  than  the  rights  of  individuals;  and  ought 
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to   be  solemnly   and  sternly   rebuked  by  every  legislature  in  ih* 
Unioru 

The  following  resolution  was  here  moved  hy  Rev.  William  Bee- 
cher,  as  proper  to  he  subjoined,  to  the  two  immediately  preceding. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  contempt  with  whicli  petitions  and  memorial? 
on  tlie  subject  of  slavery  have  been  treated  by  Congress  and  our 
own  k'gisKilure,  calls  h)udly  for  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of 
liberty;  and  so  far  from  preventing  should  only  stimulate  us,  to  more 
persevering  and  decided  efforts,  to  mnke  our  sentiments  and  wishes 
known,  by  the  most  earnest  peliti(m,  and  decided  protest,  until  our 
legislature  listens  lo  tiie  same.     Carried. 

Resolved,  That  the  refusal  of  the  General  Government,  to  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  Hayti;  and  its  persistent,  pertinacious  en- 
deavors to  efleclthe  restoration  of  cargoes  of  slaves,  wrecked  on  Bri- 
tish islands,  or  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  British  ports,  and 
liberated  by  virtue  of  British  laws, — while  they  demonstrate  the 
hypocrisy  ofonr  professions  of  devotion  to  liberty  aiul  equality,  and 
convict  us  of  loving  gain  more  tliau  consistency,  at  the  same  time 
show  beyond  all  doui)t,  that  the  institution  of  southern  slavery  is  not 
a  sectional,  but  a  national  afiair. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  slavery,  having  thus  placed  itself  under 
the  protection  of  the  General  Government,  and  thereby  involved  the 
whole  Union  in  one  common  guilt  and  disgrace,  we  not  only  claim 
a  rioht  to  interfere  with  it  by  moral  means,  but  also  claim,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  if  necessary,  should  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  enable  the  national  legislature  to  legislate  for  its  abolition. 
For  it  is  manifestly  absurd,  that  the  power  and  honor  of  the  whole 
nation  should  be  called  in  requisiiiou,  to  sanction,  sustain  and  pro- 
tect an  institution,  over  which,  it  is  assumed  that  it  has  rio  juris- 
diction. 

[This  resolution  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion.  It  was  op- 
posed, chiefly,  because  an  apprehension  prevailed,  that  it  would  be 
misunderstood,  and  subject  us  to  injurious  misrepreseniaticn.  It  was 
finally  laid  on  the  table,  much  against  our  will.  It  is  high  time  to 
tell  the  slaveholders,  that,  if  they  will  have  our  aid  to  uphold  sla- 
very, they  must  share  widi  us  the  power  of  controlling  it. — Ed. 
Phil.] 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Henry  Clay,  in  his  late  speech  on 
Abolition  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  so  far  from  occupying 
the  high  position  of  an  American  statesman,  comprehending  in  his 
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views  and  solicitudes  the  interests  of  the  whole  country,  and  found- 
ing his  opinions  and  policy  on  the  principles  of  eternal  justice,  has 
proslitutsJ  hiinself  to  the  support  of  an  interest,  sectional  in  charac- 
ter, radically  wrong  in  principle,  despotic  in  demand,  violent  and 
reckless  in  measures,  adverse  lo  the  highest  welfare  of  the  Union, 
an. I  at  war  wiili  Humanily. 

JResolveJ,  Tliat  while  his  grave  and  inflammatory  misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  movements,*motives  and  principles  Ol'aljoliiionisls,  qua- 
lify him  to  assume  the  championship  of  the  slave-holding  interest; 
the  false  and  dangerous  principles,  mercenary  arguments,  rank  sel- 
fishness, apathy  to  the  wrongs  of  the  oppressed,  unblushing  sym- 
pathy with  the  oppressor,  every  where  prominent  in  his  speech, 
and  the  com[)la('ent  presumption  with  which  he  calculates  on  the 
continual  blessing  of  God  upon  a  system  of  never-ending  slavery, 
added  to  his  own  persistance  in  the  act-ursed  practice  of  slave-hold- 
ing, disqualify  him  for  any  olTice  of  honor  and  influence  among  a 
free  people. 

Resolve:/,  That,  since  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  President  of  the  Sen« 
ate,  gave  his  casting  vote  in  favor  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  bill  to  prohibit 
the  free  circulation  by  the  mail,  of  papers  favorable  to  Hnmaii 
Kighls — afterward,  at  his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  pledged  himself  to  veto  any  bill  which  might  be  passed  by 
both  Mouses  of  Congress  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  unless  same  bill  should  be  supported  by  the  slave- 
holding  States — has  given  no  evidence,  so  far  as  is  known  to  this 
itieeling,  that  he  is  not,  up  to  this  lime,  favorable  to  the  perpetua- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  South,  and  that  he  is  not  to  the  full,  a  'North- 
iern  President  with  Somhern  principles' — lie  is  therefore  undeserv- 
ing of  support,  as  a  candidate  for  the  first  office  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

[A.  resolution  was  offered  by  Wm.  Purdy,  which  was  adopted, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  after  each  one  of  the  two  foregoing  reso- 
lutions. We  regret  exceedingly  that  it  lias  been  mislaid;  but  the 
substance  of  it  was,  that  the  Convention  coidd  not  countenance  arty 
candidate,  holding  opinions  on  slavery,  like  those  entertained  by 
Henry  Clay  or  Mariin  Van  Buren. — Ed.  Phil.] 

Resolved,  That  while  we  honor  John  Quincy  Adams  for  his  de- 
fence of  the  right  of  petition  and  freedom  of  debate,  for  his  stren- 
uous opposition  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  his  bold  expres- 
sions of  determ.ined  hostility  to  the  slaveholding  system;  neverthe- 
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less,  we  disavow  all  sympathy  for  any  scheme  of  ^rarft/a/ abolition 
wliirh  he  may  devise,  an  I  shoiiUl  be  as  reluctant,  while  he  holds  his 
present  opinions  on  the  question  o(  abolition,  to  acknowledge  him- 
as  one  of  tlie  le.iders  or  representatives  of  the  abolition  organizalion, 
as  he  is  unwilling  to  he  thouglit  snch. 

Resolved,  That  the  inti-rest  which  di^tingnished  men  in  the 
Unitei  States,  not  al)i)litionists,  have  t  dien  in  the  discussion  of  the 
slavery  question,  and  tlicir  elTorls  to  conlrilmte  their  share  to  the  over- 
throw of  the  evil,  we  didy  appreciate;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  feel 
more  than  ever  convinced  of  the  vital  importance  of  adhering  to  our 
own  principles  and  mode  of  action,  and  of  procuring  the  adhesion 
thereto  of  the  whole  American  people. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  nrt  sympathy  Avith  that  class  of  anti-sla- 
very persons,  who  glow  with  generous  indignation  at  abridgements 
of  the  rights  of  the  free,  but  look,  unmoved,  upon  the  degradation 
and  oppression  of  the  slave. 

Resclved,  That  we  are  primarily  and  chiefly  opposed  to  slavery, 
beranse  it  is  sin  against  God,  a  sin  in  which  by  our  social,  eccle- 
siastical and  political  relations  we  are  necessarily  involved;  because 
it  inflicts  incalculable  wrong  upon  nearly,  three  millions  of  our  fel- 
low-countrymen, whom  we  are  religiously  bound  to  love  as  our- 
selves; and  because  it  acts  as  a  principle  of  corruption  in  church 
and  state  all  over  the  country. 

Viesolved,  That  we  are  moreover  opposed  to  slavery,  because,  it 
hinders  the  prosperity  of  the  nation,  disgraces  its  character,  divides 
its  councils,  tends  to  disunion  and  civil  war,  and  jeopards  all  our 
rights. 

Resolved,  Tliat,  as  the  practice  of  slaveholdingis  in  itself  neces- 
sarily and  unchangciably  sinful;  we  are  as  much  as  ever  convinced 
of  the  duty  of  its  immediate  abandonment. 

Resolved,  That  the  expediency  of  immediate  abolition  is  no  lon- 
o-er  a  matter  to  be  settleil  alone  by  abstract  reasoning  and  reference 
to  principles  of  duty,  hut  is  fully  established  by  the  results  of  eman- 
cipation in  the  West  Indies. 

C. THIRD  SERIES. 

1.  Resolved,  That  wliile  we  have  been,  and  still  are,  mainly  anx- 
ious to  discuss  the  moral  and  religious  character,  bearings,  and  ten- 
dencies of  slavery,  and  leave  to  politicians,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  our  relations   to  God    and  onr  country,  the   discussion  of  its 
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political  character,  bearings  and  tendencies,  yet,  for  t1ie  following 
obvious  reasons,  we  feel  called  upon,  as  abolitionists  and  christians, 
freely  to  discuss  its  political  character  and  influence. 

a.  Religion  cannot  be  separated  from  politics  and  government, 
inasmnch  as  our  conformity  or  non-conformity  to  the  law  of  our 
country,  must  have  a  mordl  and  religious  cliaracter. 

b.  Since  our  Legislatuie  has  undertaken  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject,  and  frame  laws  for  the  government  of  our  conduct,  we  are 
imperatively  bound  to  inquire  into  the  moral  character  of  those  laws, 
and  of  the  course  of  conduct  they  prescribe  and  enjoin. 

2.  Resolved,  Tiiat  for  the  following  obvious  reasons,  we  regard 
It,  as  a  well  settled  principle  of  both  common  and  constitutional  law, 
that  no  human  legislation  can  annul,  or  set  aside,  the  law  or  author- 
ity of  God. 

a.  The  most  able  writers  on  elementary  law,  have  laid  it  down 
as  a  first  principle,  that  whatever  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  is 
not  law. 

b.  Where  a  bond,  or  other  written  instrument,  or  any  thing  else, 
is  of  immoral  tendency.  Courts  of  law  have  refused  to  recognize' 
it  as  legal  and  obligatory. 

c.  The  administration  of  oaths,  or  affirmations,  in  Courts  of  jus- 
tice, is  a  recognition  of  the  existence  and  supreme  authority  of 
God. 

d.  The  Constitution  of  this  State  expressly  recognizes  the  axiom, 
that  no  human  enactment  can  bind  the  conscience,  or  set  aside  our 
obligations  to  God. 

e.  The  grand  instrument  on  which  the  federal  Government  is 
founded,  recognizes  the  same  truth—that  rights  conferred  by  our 
Creator  as  inalienable,  can  never  be  cancelled,  or  set  aside,  by  hu- 
man enactments. 

/.  The  administration  of  oaths,  or  affirmations,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  general  and  stale  governments,  is  a  recognition  of  the 
truth,  that  God's  authority  is  supreme. 

3.  Resolved,  'J^hat  we  do  not  consider,  what  are  familiarly,  and 
we  believe,  significantly,  termed  the  Black  Laws  of  Ohio,  and  espe- 
cially the  one  passed  last  winter,  relating  to  fugitives  from  labor,  as- 
obligatory  upon  the  citizens  of  this  State,  inasmuch  as  its  requ'isi- 
tions  are  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  and 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  common  law  and  of  the  law  of  God. 

[It  will  be  noticed  that  the  reason  alleged  why  the  Black  laws  of 
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Ohio  are  not  obligatory  upon  us,  is,  because  the  law  passed  last  win- 
ter is  so  and  so.  The  resolution  therefore  is  not  a  logical  one. 
This  alone  would  be  with  us  a  sufficient  reason  for  recording  our 
vote  in  dissent.  Another  reason  would  induce  us  to  this  course.— 
We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  we  do  not  consider  any  one  of  the 
black  laws,  in  any  of  its  provisions,  as  obligatory  upon  the  citizens 
of  this  State.  In  so /or  as  these  laws  require  from  me  an  act,  of 
immoral  character,  they  certainly  have  no  obligatory  power  over  me. 
That  part  of  the  resolution,  however,  which  condemns  the  Servile 
Law  of  last  winter,  and  denies  its  validity,  we  can  go  for,  with  all 
our  mind  and  strength. — Ed.  J'hil.] 

4.  Besohed,  That  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  above  resolu- 
tions, we  should  deem  obedience  especially  to  the  law  of  last  win- 
ter, liighly  immoral. 

["Especially"  ought  to  have  been  omitted.— Ed.  Phil.] 

5.  Be.solved,  That  no  man,  by  any  promise  or  oath,  or  resolu- 
tion, can  make  it  right,  or  lawful,  for  him  to  do  that,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  God. 

5.  Resolved,  That  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  any  human 
constitution  or  government,  is  obligatory  no  farther  than  the  princi- 
ples of  that  constitution  or  government  are  in  accordance  with  the 

law  of  God. 

7  Resolved,  That  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  this  State  and  ofthe  United  States,  is  obligatory  be- 
cause, and  as  far  as,  these  constitutions  and  laws  are  consistent  with 
each  other,  and  with  the  law  of  God,  and  no  farther. 

[This  resolution  needs  explanation.  One  ot  the  measures  and 
reasons  of  a  man's  allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  Stales,  is,  certainly,  not  the  accordance  of  these  with  the 
constitution  of  his  particular  State;  for  the  federal  constitution  and 
all  laws  passed  in  pursuance  of  it,  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
any  thing  in  the  Constitutions  or  laws  of  the  several  States  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  The  resolution  means  simply,  that  an 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  is  obligatory,  because  and  as 
far  as,  they  are  consistent  with  the  law  of  God,  and  that  allegiance 
to  the  laws  of  a  State  is  due,  because  and  far  as,  the  laws  are  con- 
sistent,  not  only  with  the  law  of  God,  but  the  Constitution  of  the 
particular  State,'  and  of  the  United  States.— Ed.  Phil.] 

8.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  to  be  the  imperative  duty  of  all 
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the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  of  the  United  States,  to  inquire  into 
the  moral  character  and  bearings  of  our  federal  and  slate  Constitu- 
tions and  laws  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

9.  Resolved,  'I'bat  we  deem  it  highly  improper,  for  Christians  to 
decline  aciins  on  the  snbjert  of  slavery  and  emancipation,  on  ac- 
count of  llie  poliliral  chnracter  and  bearings  of  these  questions,  be- 
cause we  cannot  innocently  suffer  legal  enactments  to  crush  our  bro- 
ther, when  the  means  of  prevention  are  peaceable,  and  widiin  our 
power. 
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TREASURER'S   ANNUAL   REPORT. 

Ohio  State  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  account  with  William  Donaldson  for  year 
commencing  June  1st,  1838,  and  ending  May  18th,  1839,  inclusive. 

DiSBUUSEMFNTS. 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer  on  settlement, 
Cash  paid  Editor  of  the  Philanthropist,    "^ 

"         Corresponding  Secretary,  V. 

"  Publishing  Agent,  j 

"         Lecturers  and  Travelling  Expenses, 

"         American  A.  S,  Soc,  on  Pledge, 

"         For  Priming  Philanthropist, 

"  "  K"ports,  Hand-Bills,  Peti- 

tions, Pamphlets,  &c., 

"         For  Paper,  ..... 

"         For  Anti-Slavery  Publications, 

"         Office  Expenses,  as  per  weekly  Statement, 

"         Courjlcrf'eit  and  uncurtent  money, 

"         Law  Expense.  (Mub-trials  in  Cincinnati,)  ] 
$100;  J,  B.  iVIalian's  case,  $270,  I 

"         Colored  Schools  in  Brown  co., 

"         Promissory  Note  for  this  aui't.  redeemed, 

Total  am't.  of  Disbursements, 

RtCKIPTS. 

Cash  rec'd.  of  the  Publishing  Agent,     - 

"  By  Donations  and  Pledges, 

"  Uncurrcnl  money  sold,        ... 

"  Loans,       ...... 

"  Paper  returned,  .... 

"  Of  New  Book  Depository, 

"  At  the  Convention  at  Putnam,     - 


370  00 


Total  am't.  of  Receipts, 


Balance  in  the  Treasury  on  Settlement, 


$19  11 
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OF   THE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    OHIO 
STATE  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY,  May  29,  1839. 

Your  Committee,  in  presenting  their  Fourili  Annual  Report,  can- 
not hope  to  bring  to  your  notice,  imy  new  facts  of  importance;  but 
they  trust  so  to  arrange  iheir  materials',  as  to  convey  some  idea  of 
the  progress  and  present  condition  of  the  Anli-S^lavery  cause. 

So  far  as  they  can  judge,  the  Abolitionists  of  Ohio  have  not, 
during  the  past  year,  supported  with  their  usual  vigor  their  Slate-or= 
ganization.  Less  money  has  been  contributed  liian  formerly,  and 
there  has  been  a  lamentable  want  of  punctuality  in  the  payment  of 
pledges.  A  balance  of  more  than  $3000  still  remains  unredeemed, 
on  pledges  made  last  year  at  Granville,  and  the  year  before,  at  Mount 
Pleasant. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  means,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suit- 
able men,  the  Committee  have  had  no  general  agents  in  their  era- 
ploy,  until  within  the  last  three  months,  during  which  period,  the 
Rev.  Lorenzo  D.  Butts  has  been  operating,  as  their  principal  agent. 
For  a  few  months  in  the  winter  the  services  of  Messrs.  Samuel  and 
William  Cochran  were  secured;  and  occasionally,  during  the  year, 
within  a  limited  sphere,  the  Rev.  John  Rankin  has  been  laboring 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee:  but  owing  to  the  causes  just 
mentioned,  the  Committee  have  not  been  able  to  adopt  any  general 
plan,  for  diffusing  information  in  this  way.  'i'heir  publications 
have  also  been  iew,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Annual  Report 
and  Mahan's  Trial,  not  very  important. 

In  connection"  with  these  statements,  your  Committee  would 
call  attention  to  the  vigorous  efforts  recently  put  forth  by  the 
Colonization  Society.  Abolitionists  believe  that  the  Coloniza- 
tion scheme,  in  its  practical  operations,  is  an  enemy  to  the  colored 
race,  and  an  adjunct  of  slavery.  They  know,  that  where  its  delu- 
sive principles  have  taken  possession  of  the  public  mind,  there  anti- 
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slavery  doctrines  and  measures  are  most  unsparingly  denounced./ 
They  are  aware  too,  that  all  over  the  country,  a  system  of  measures 
is  now  in  operation,  for  resuscitating  a  collapsed  organization,  and 
thereby  attracting  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  which  has  been  created 
by  abolition-discussion,  to  the  support  of  a  cause,  as  visionary  and 
absurd  in  its  inception,  as  it  has  since  been  injurious  and  odiously- 
oppressive  in  its  operations.  The  West  particulg;rly,  has  been  se- 
lected as  the  theatre  of  its  action;  and  the  most  strenuous  exertions 
have  recen'ly  been  made  to  enthrone  it  in  the  affections  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people.  These  facts  are  stated,  that  the  comparative  in- 
difference of  Ohio  Abolitionists  to  the  efficient  support  of  their  own 
State-organizalion  may  be  seen  in  its  true  light. 

But,  if  there  be  something  to  humble  and  awaken  concern,  there 
is  much  to  excite  hope  and  create  confidence. 

One  reason  why  so  much  money  has  not  been  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  the  State-Society  is,  that  more  has  been  expended  by  indi- 
vidual societies.  While  we  cannot  perceive  the  wisdom  of  suffer- 
ing merely  local  efforts,  to  curtail  the  operations  and  diminish  the 
efficiency  of  the  state  society,  still  we  rejoice  at  the  evidence  thus 
furnished  of  unabated  attachment  to  the  cause. 

The  best  feature  of  Western  Abolition  is,  its  unity  of  sentiment 
and  purpose.  If  there  be  any  universal  reformers  among  us,  they 
have  too  much  discretion  and  honesty  to  think  of  using  abolition 
societies  as  instruments  in  the  promotion  of  their  more  general  ob- 
jects. We  have  long  since  learned  to  tolerate  the  peculiarities  of 
each  other.  The  peace  question  and  other  kindred  topics,  import- 
ant as  some  think  them,  do  not  divide  or  agitate  us.  As  Abolition- 
ists, we  are  of  one  heart  and  one  mind;  and  long  may  we  conti- 
nue so! 

It  will  be  gratifying  to  the  Society  to  learn,  that  the  circulation  of 
its  organ,  the  Philanthropist,  has  largely  increased  during  the  last 
six  months.  There  has  been  some  accession  in  the  slave-states;  and 
exchanges  with  Southern  papers  have  been  more  easily  effected. 
Influential  papers  in  the  South,  which  one  year  ago  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  Philanthropist,  have  within  a  short  period  voluntarily 
sought  an  exchange; — thus  furnishing  grounds  for  the  belief,  that  the 
South  is  gradually  becoming  convinced  of  the  absurdity  of  closing 
its  ears  to  a  discussion,  which  involves  the  fate  of  one  of  its  "do- 
mestic in.stitutions." 

The  high  ground  of  uo  discussion  is  gertaiuly  about  to  be  abau- 
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doned  by  slaveholders.  They  find  it  will  not  do  to  be  siill,  while 
all  Christendom  is  clamoring  against  them.  Letters,  addresses, 
sermons  and  essays  have  appeared  in  defence  of  slavery  \\\  rapid 
succession.  The  question  of  Abolition  enters  into  their  politics. 
It  is  the  subject  of  their  conversation  and  their  thoughts.  The 
grand  idea  of  Abolition  is  fastened  in  their  minds;  and  it  is  easy  to 
predict  the  results.  Its  perfect  reasonableness  will'  force  itself  on 
their  judgments,  when  the  repeated  contemplation  of  it  shall  have 
stripped  it  of  its  imaginary  horrors.  Men,  when  they  begin  to  look 
about  for  arguments  in  a  bad  cause,  though  a  mistaken  self-interest 
may  at  first  lead  them  to  attach  a  factitious  weight  to  them,  will  be 
apt,  in  the  course  of  their  researches,  to  alight  upon  principles  and 
facts,  that  shall  ultimately  in  their  own  minds  work  out  the  truth, 
and  impel  them  to  renounce  what  now  they  defend.  A  minister  m 
South  Carolina,  some  years  ago,  fell  in  with  a  tract,  vvliich  started  a 
doubt  in  his  mind  with  regard  to  the  rightfulness  of  slave-holding. 
Determined  to  be  ©n  the  safe  side,  he  at  once  emancipated  his  slaves, 
so  far  as  the  laws  of  the  state  permitted;  and  commenced  a  Scrip- 
tural investigation  of  the  question  of  slavery.  From  Genesis  to 
Revelations,  he  prosecuted  his  inquiries,  till  he  had  convinced  him- 
sell  that  Slavery  was  right.  Immediately  he  published  a  series  of 
articles  containing  the  results  of  his  researches.  He  was  anxious 
to  establish  others  as  well  as  himself,  on  Bible  grounds.  But  his 
mind  had  broken  loose  from  its  torpor.  Investigation  was  not, 
could  not  be,  abandoned.  He  naturally  became  interested  to  see 
what  was  said  on  the  other  side.  His  confidence  was  again  shaken; 
he  resumed  his  inquiries;  truth  gradually  opened  to  him;  he  fell 
on  the  right  track;  now  he  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrine  of  Immedi- 
ate Abolition. 

"Open  your  mouths,  gendemen;  that  is  all  we  ask," — said  John 
Quincy  Adams.  When  they  open  their  mouths,  they  open  the  way 
for  conviction.  The  naked  deformity  of  the  principles,  to  which 
Chancellor  Harper  was  compelled  to  resort  in  defence  of  slavery, 
must  ere  this  have  convinced  many  sagacious  men  in  the  South  of 
its  unchanging,  utter  wrongfulness. 

And  discussion  in  the  North  has  also  vastly  increased.  The 
newspaper  press  yet,  to  a  great  extent,  is  still;  but  the  press,  like 
the  pulpit,  will  move,  when  well  assured  that  the  mass  is  moving. 
Meantime,  every  mind  is  more  or  less  agitated  on  the  question. 
The  sound  of  Abolition  has  sfone  out  into  all  the  land.     Our  ene- 
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niies  are  contributing  their  part  to  the  general  excitement.  Ather- 
ton's  gag,  the  Black  Bill  of  Ohio,  and  Henry  Clay's  speech  have 
occasioned  tenfold  more  discussion,  than  prevailed  l)efore.  That 
Southern  editor  was  more  hasty  than  wise,  who  exclaimed  on  read- 
ing the  speech  of  llie  pro-slavery  statesman, — "He  commanded  the 
rude  waves  of  Abolition  and  they  were  siill," — and  even  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, was  somewhat  over-confident,  when  with  solemn  joy  he  ad- 
vertised the  country  of  the  death  of  Abolition  by  ihe  ha.id  of  the 
Kentucky  orator.  This  speecli  had  the  good  fortune  to  attract  the 
attention  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  divines  of  tlie  age,  and 
one  of  the  best  political  editors  of  the  country.  For  the  eloquent 
letter  of  Dr.  Channing,  and  the  caustic,  searching  review  of  Charles 
Hammond,  the  nation  is  indebted  to  this  elTort  of  the  slave-holding 
power  to  subdue  Abolitionism.  The  question  of  slavery  is  now 
before  the  American  people;  and  the  conviction  every  where  is 
gaining  ground,  that  it  must  be  fairly  met,  and  fully  settled. 

This  leads  us  to  remark,  that  our  principles  have  advanced  much 
beyond  our  organization,  A  fiir  greater  amount  of  anti-slavery  sen- 
timent is  abroad  in  the  country,  than  existed  twelve  months  ago. 
Even  the  more  intelligent  classes  of  Colonizationists  confess  the 
influence  of  Abolition  principles  on  their  own  organization. 

Four  things  Abolitionists  have  succeeded  in  producing: — 

A  widely-spread,  increasing  conviction  of  the  right  and  necessity 
of  discussing  the  question  of  slavery: 

A  general  belief  that  its  doom  is  sealed: 

A  more  lively  interest  in  the  true  honor  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  redemption  of  the  slave: 

And  a  consciousness  of  wrong  inflicted  on  the  free  man  of  color, 
united  with  an  earnest  solicitude  to  meliorate  his  condition. 

Another  circumstance  we  take  delight  in  adverting  to,  is  the 
steadfast  adherence  of  Ohio  Abolitionists  to  their  principles  in  po- 
litical action.  At  our  last  annual  meeting,  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  insisting  on  the  duty  of  political  consistency. 
Sometime  previous  to  the  last  general  election,  a  strong  disposition 
prevailed  among  Abolitionists,  to  carry  out  these  resolutions  in  prac- 
tice, and  maintain,  at  the  ballot-box,  anti-slavery  principles  invio- 
late. Candidates  in  numerous  sections  were  interrogated;  where  no 
answers  were  received  from  either  party.  Abolitionists  remained  at 
home;  where  the  questions  were  answered  favorably  by  one  parly 
and  unfavorably  by  the  other,  Abolition-votes   were  generally  cast 
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for  the  former,  without  reference  to  party.  This  line  of  conduct 
being  adopted  by  the  great  body  of  Abolitionists,  it  so  happened 
that  the  political  power  of  the  State  changed  hands.  The  particu- 
lar causes  of  the  change  ought  to  be  well  understood. 

Tiie  first  was,  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Malum,  and  his  precipitate  deli- 
very by  our  Executive,  to  the  authorities  of  Kentudiv;  to  be  tried 
for  an  offeuce,  which  his  accusers  did  not  even  pretend  was  com- 
mitted within  the  limits  of  that  State.  This  act  excited  much  in- 
dignation among  not  only  Abolitionists,  but  many  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  other  citizens,  who  felt  scandalized  at  what  they  con- 
sidered, a  flagrant  sacrifice  of  slate-sovereignly.  A  large  number  of 
those  who  had  previously  favored  the  re-election  of  Governor 
Vance,  withdrew  their  support,  and  either  voted  for  his  opponent, 
or  absented  themselves  from  the  polls.  When  it  is  recollected,  that 
no  announcement  had  yet  been  made  of  the  fact,  that  both  candi- 
dates had  refused  to  answer  tlie  questions  propounded  to  them,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  so  many  shouUl  have  thrown  their  votes 
for  the  opposing  candidate.  Had  the  fact  been  announced  in  season, 
this  step  would  evidently  have  been  improper.  All  that  could  with 
propriety  have  been  done,  would  have  been,  to  abstain  from  voting. 
As  it  was,  however,  this  defection  from  the  whig  candidate,  favored 
his  opponent's  election. 

Another  cause,  was  the  refusal  of  whig  Abolitionists  to  vole,  on 
the  general  ticket.  This,  we  are  induced  to  believe,  was  a  general 
fact.  The  whigs  taking  it  for  granted  that  Anti-Slavery  men  were 
not  sincere,  but  would  work  in  party  traces,  whether  the  load  were 
such  as  suited  them  or  not,  did  not  deign  to  consult  their  principles. 
The  res^ult  should  he  a  lesson  to  them. 

Still  further,  an  impression  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent 
among  our  friends,  that  Thomas  Ewiug  was  deciJedly  hostile  to  the 
Anti-Slavery  cause.  Thomas  Morris,  on  the  other  hand,  was  known 
everywhere  as  having  steppiid  forward  as  the  champion  of  human 
liberty,  when  assailed  Congress  before  last  Iiy  the  South  Carolina 
Senator;  his  whr)le  course,  in  fact,  for  the  last  two  years,  had  been 
marked  by  a  consistent,  an  honest,  and  a  well-directed  hostility  to 
the  slave-holding  interest.  Now,  as  the  choice  of  Senator  is  de- 
pendent on  the  Legfislature,  many  Abolitionists  bestowed  their  suf- 
frages in  view  of  tliis  fact,  irrespectively  of  parties. 

We  do  not  justify  their  course;  we  think  it  was  wrong.  Legisla- 
tors are  sent  to  the  Assembly  to  pass  laws,  as  well  as  elect  senators. 
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To  vote  for  a  candidace,  simply  because  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
favor  the  re-election  of  Thomas  Morris,  without  knowing  his  sen- 
timents on  the  Black  Laws,  or  with  the  knowledge  that  they  were 
unfavorable,  was  unwise,  and  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
political  action  adopted  by  ihe  Society. 

The  influence  of  Abolitionists  on  this  transfer  of  power,  was 
generally  acknowledged.  Need  we  say,  that  we  rejoice  in  the  fact? 
Not  because  the  democratic  party  thereby  acquired  an  ascendancy 
which  it  has  abused,  but  because  the  Abolitionists  of  Ohio  demon- 
strated at  once  their  power,  and  their  stern  resolution  to  abide  by 
their  principles. 

Shall  we  be  told,  that  they  were  duped?  That  the  men  who  an- 
swered well,  acted  treacherously?  Be  it  so.  The  dishonor  attaches 
to  the  heads  of  ll|^  traitors:  Abolitionists  cannot  be  blamed  for  their 
treachery.  They  will  know  such  men  hereafter,  and  will,  also,  not 
forget  to  consider  the  general  character  of  a  candid;ite,  before  they 
repose  confidence  in  fair  words.  But  the  majority  of  them  was  not 
duped;  for  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  it  did  not  vote  at  all,  having  con- 
fidence in  none. 

It  may  further  be  urged,  that  the  results  of  legislative  action  this 
year,  do  not  attest  the  wisdom  of  their  course.  The  obvious  an- 
swer to  this  is, — if  the  principles  of  political  action  adopted  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  be  right,  and  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines 
involved  in  Abolitionism,  they  need  give  themselves  no  uneasiness 
about  present  results.  They  are  not  responsible  for  the  scandalous 
acts  of  the  legislature.  For  the  crouching  servility  and  deep  crimi- 
nality of  Flood's  resolutions  and  Lowwe's  Black  Bill,  those  poli- 
ticians are  responsible,  who  refused  to  put  up  candidates  that  a 
genuine  republican  could  support.  Besides,  it  is  not  known,  that, 
if  Abolitionists  had  voted  according  to  precedent,  and  the  power 
had  thus  been  left  in  the  same  hands,  legislative  action  would  have 
been  in  any  respect  different.  After  having  interrogated  candidates 
without  obtaining  any  satisfaction,  and  passed  resolutions  enjoining 
consistency  of  political  action,  if  they  had  then  gone  to  the  polls 
as  usual,  the  presumption  is  that  the  successful  candidates  would 
have  looked  upon  them  as  hypocritical  in  their  avowals,  a  class  of 
persons,  whose  wishes  could  be  di^sregarded  with  entire  impunity. 

As  it  is,  nothing  is  done  by  the  Assembly  that  cannot  be  undone. 
No  detriment  has  been  sustained  by  Abolition.  Ohio  is  disgraced, 
and  a  temporary  triumph  has  been  gained  by  the  slave-holder:  but, 
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Aboliiionisls  are  as  powerful  as  ever,  and  more  so;  while  the  deep 
indignation  caused  by  the  servility  of  a  base  legislature,  is  a  pledge 
that  our  noble  State  shall  speedily  be  redeemed.  Meantime,  Abo- 
litionists have  given  such  proof  of  devotion  to  their  principles,  as 
politicians  will  be  apt  to  remember;  and  the  probabilities  are  cer- 
tainly increased,  that  suitable  candidates  hereafter  will  more  gener- 
ally be  brought  out.  If  it  should  not  be  so,  we  see  no  other  course 
for  Abolitionists  to  pursue,  than  the  one  already  commenced.  Per- 
sistence in  it  will  at  length  impel  politicians,  by  the  strong  motive 
ot  self-interest,  to  consult  more  the  demands  of  a  growing/ree  sen- 
timent at  the  North,  than  the  wishes  of  the  haughty  slaveholder. 

The   necessity  of  political  action  against  slavery,   in  consistent 
and  constitutional  modes,  will  become  more  manifest  when  we  con- 
sider  the  arrogant  and  aggressive  character  of  the  slaveholding  in- 
terest.     Many  sagacious  minds,  not  yet  prepared  to  adhere  to  our 
organization,  have  been  aroused,  by  events  in  the  last  year,  to  the 
perilous  predominance  of  this  power.     A  monopoly  of  the  most 
odious  and  exorbitant  kind,  it  is  radically  and  unchangeably  at  war 
with  the  republican  principle  of  equality  of  rights.     It  aims,  from 
its  very  nature  at   supremacy;  and  supremacacjr  it  will  have  at  any 
expense.     Where  it  does  not  bear  rule,  its  claims,  it  is  aware,  will 
be  scrutinized,  its  exactions  resisted,  its  power  curtailed.     Where 
It  IS  predominant,  it  may  find  means  to  arrest  inquiry,  and  fulfil, 
unchecked,   its  most  hateful  designs  upon  the  liberties  of  those! 
from  whom  it  apprehends  danger.     It  was  this  interest,  that  exter- 
minated the  free  population  of  ancient  Italy,  peopled  it  with  slaves, 
filled  Rome  with  a  truculent  mob,  resisted  the  noble  efforts  of  the' 
Gracchi  to  raise  the  poor  who  had  been  trampled  down  by  its  power, 
and  finally  effected  the  overthrow  of  the  Republic.     In  our  own 
country,  by  a  most  unwise  provision  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
one  which  never  would   have  been   assented  to   by  the  anti-slavery 
states,  unless  under  the  full  impression  that  slavery  was  speedily  to 
be  extinguisiied,  the  slaveholding  interest  has   peculiar  privileges 
conferred  upon  it,  thus  acquiring  additional  power  for  working  ihat 
evil,  to  which  it  is  inevitably  determined  by  its  intense,  malignant 
selfishness.     In   a  constitution  which,    in  theory,  assumes  popula- 
tion to  be  the  proper  basis  of  representation,  the   strange   ano'.v>ly 
IS  presented,  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  privileged  with  a  property- 
representation.     This  peculiarity  in  the  structure  of  our  government 
goes   f^r  to  explain  the  wonderful  energy  and  unity  of  the  .slavery- 
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interest,  and  the  base  servility  of  Northern  politicians.  The  fol' 
lowing  remarks  respecting  it  by  E.  S.  Abdy,  an  enlightened  for- 
eigner, are  peculiarly  clear  and  I'orcible. 

"ON  THE  BASIS  OF  AMERICAN  REPRESENTATION. 

"Tb  the  Editor  of  the  Emancipator.- 

"In  the  'Consiiiulioii'  ot  the  North  American  States,  ariicle  1,  section  2,  in 
the  following  passage: — 'RepreseiUaiives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  a|)|ioriioned 
among  lh«  several  states  which  may  he  included  wiihiii  this  Union,  according  to 
their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  persons,  including  ihose  linund  to  service  (or  a  term  of  years, 
and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-jij/fis  of  all  other  pevsun.'s'  (meaning 
slaves.)  Had  a  like  number  of  horses  m  the  North  been  counted  as  human 
beings,  matters  would  easily  have  adjusted  themselves  to  an  arrangement  so 
equitable;  and  the  functions  of  the  body  politic  would  have  been  as  homogene- 
ous as  its  structure;  the  political  bounty,  which  is  now  annexed  to  men  degrad- 
ed into  cattle,  would  have  been  extended  to  cattle  exalted  into  men;  and  the  im- 
provement of  agriculture  would  have  been  commensurate  with  that  of  liumaniiy. 
It  is  honorable  to  our  rniture  that  the  efiects  of  this  princi(i|e  have  estai  ed  the 
notice  of  fuperficiil  inquirers.  'J'he  instinctive  res|)ect  for  our  species  has  ex- 
empted it  lr>>m  the  debasing  calculation;  and  he  whom  our  aviuice  lias  made  a 
beast  of  burden  is  still  a  man  to  our  atVections,  To  the  philosopher,  however, 
who  can  abnract  his  feelings  from  his  reflet  tioiis,  and  distinguish  a  rational 
theory  from  a  visioiiary  hypotlieais,  two  cotiflictiug  elements  are  plainly  percep- 
tible in  the  Ameiican  constitution;  one  which  gives  influence  lo  pro/jtr I y  in  the 
South,  and  the  other  which  gives  influence  to  persons  in  the  North.  The  re- 
sult has  been,  that  the  collective  body  is  moved  by  a  power  equal  to  the  ditrer- 
ence  between  these  antagonist  forces;  and  as  the  South,  from  unity  of  pur()ose 
and  of  interest,  exercises  an  ascendancy  over  the  other  section,  which  wonts  a 
similar  bond  of  sympathy,  the  slave-holding  states  keep  the  others  in  a  state  of 
vassalage,  which  has  become  loo  galling  for  the  dread  even  of  separation  to  tol- 
erate much  longer.  'The  subserviency  of  the  government  to  the  feelings  of  the 
slave-holders' — (to  use  an  expression  of  Sir  Charles  Vaughan,  our  Ambassador 
at  Washington  in  Dec,  1833) — 'has  done  infinite  mischief  to  their  imtional 
character  in  the  eyes  of  EimitteJ  A  writer  who  should  treat  upon  the  North 
American  constitution  without  noticing  this  important  principle  in  its  basis, 
would  be  like  the  manager  who  'got  up,'  the  play  of  H:imlet  with  the  part  of 
Hamlet  omitted.  De  Tocqueville  has  entirely  overlooked  this  remarkable  fea- 
ture in  the  Anglo-American  ^Dcmocraci/.'  By  this  ingenious  omission  he  has 
made  the  spirit  of  republican  institutions  responsilile  (or  the  sins  of  aristocracy. 

"To  those  who  have  paid  but  little  attention  to  this  peculiarity  of  the  aboli- 
tion question  in  North  America,  these  oliservations  may  perhaps  serve  to  ex- 
plain that  article  in  the  federal  constitution  which  incorporates  the  principle  of 
forced  labor  with  the  union  of  liie  States,  and  gives  to  one-half  of  those  miscalled 
republics  a  direct  interest  in  its  continuance. 

"If  the  question  were  one  of  religion  or  humanity  alone,  the  'best  policy' 
might  be  brought  home  to  the  'business  and  bosom'  of  the  planter,  and  a  happy 
termination  of  the  conflict  might  be  reasonably  expected.  But  the  subject  ip, 
unfortunately,  connected  with  feelings  which,  as  they  affect  the  politician,  inflame 
the  passions,  while  they  quiet  the  conscience  of  the  individual,  The  sense  of 
personal  duty  is  merged  in  attachment  to  State  rights;  the  South  finds  in  the  re- 
pjesentative  privileges  annexed  to  a  wicked  and  ruinous  species  of  property,  a 
counterbalance  to  the  superior  intelligence  of  the  North;  and  the  power  which 
slavery  confers  on  the  statesman  at  Washington,  is  cherished  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  the  weakness  which  it  entails  upon  the  owner  at  home.  The  slave  states 
are,  in  point  of  fact,  the  rottejt  horouffhs  of  the    United   States,  opposed  to   the 
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ju3t  demands  of  Commerce  and  Liberty;— with  mortgaged  property,  augmented 
expenditure,  and  a  decreasing  number  of  citizens.  Hsppy  will  it  be  for  the  great 
empire  of  the  New  World,  if  its  dismemberment  alone  should  result  from  the 
collision  oi  these  discordant  interests!  E.  S    ABDY" 

The  history  of  the  injurious  action  of  tlie  slaveholdin^  power  on 
and  through  the  General  Government  constitutes  the  suhject  of  Mr. 
Jay's  new  work— a  production  peculiarly  fitted  to  show  the  conti- 
nual inroads  of  Slavery  on  the  principles  of  the  constitution  and  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation.  The  Committee  would  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Society  to  facts  similar  to  those  contained  in  that  book, 
but  of  a  more  recent  date. 

June  1st,  1838,  the  bill  to  divide  the  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
establish  the  territorial  government  of  Iowa  being  under  discussion, 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala- 
bama, all  but  white  males  were  excluded  from  the  right  of  suffratre 
under  the  bill.  In  the  Ordinance  of  1787  for  the  government  of  the 
North-AVestern  Territory,  no  restriction  was  imposed  on  the  rights 
of  colored  people.  It  disfranchised  no  man  on  account  of  color. 
The  framers  of  that  instrument  did  not  dare  to  do  it.  The  moral 
sense  of  the  confederated  states  would  have  revolted  at  the  attempt 
as  a  mockery  of  those  principles  of  liberty  and  equality,  which  the 
fathers  of  the  Revolution  had  consecrated  with  their  blood.  Since 
then  the  slaveholding  interest  has  become  paramount,  and  Congress 
resolves,  in  obedience  to  its  dictation,  without  discussion,  to  exclude 
all  but  white  persons,  from  the  right  of  suffrage,  in  a  territory  under 
Jts  jurisdiction.     And  scarcely  a  voice  is  raised  in  dissent. 

The  selfisliness  of  this  power  is  shown  in  its  jealousy  of  the  for- 
mation of  new  free  states.  June  5th,  1838,  a  debate  took  place  in 
the  House,  on  a  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  government  of  Iowa. 
Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  who  had  so  earnestly  sought  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas,  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground,  that  it  went  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  free  states;  and  thus  "change  the  balance 
of  power  still  further  against  the  slave-holding  portion  of  the  Union." 
And  yet  this  same  gentlemen  had  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  re- 
ceiving into  the  Union  a  territory,  out  of  which  might  have  been 
constituted  half-a-dozen  slave  states. 

Last  year  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Senator  Preston 
said  in  his  place,  "Let  an  Abolitiwiist  come  within  the  bounds  of 
South  Carolina,  and  if  we  catch  him,  we  will  try  him,  and  notwith- 
standing the  interference  of  all  ihp  governments  on  earth,  including 
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the  Federal  Government,  we  will  hang  him."  The  choice  of  the 
Ohio  whig  convention  for  the  vice-presidency  of  the  United  States, 
was  Senat'or  Preston.  Had  ihey  forjrollen  l!iis  brutal  threat,  or  wv.s 
it,  in  their  eyes,  a  recommendation?  But  one  man  rebuked  the 
haughty  slaveholder,  and  he  has  since  fallen  under  the  ban  of  the 
slavery-party. 

The  election  for  senator  at  the  late  session  of  our  legislature,  was 
controlled  by  this  formidable  interest.  Thomas  Morris,  by  his  un- 
concealed hostility  to  its  gross  usurpations,  had  incurred  its  deepest 
hatred.  Sometime  before  the  election,  its  will  was  expressed  in 
leading  papers  in  the  slave-states.  The  word  went  forth  that  The 
mas  Morris  must  be  displaced:  his  re-election  would  be  an  insult  to 
the  South.  He  had  sustained  the  administration  faithfully.  He 
was  perfectly  sound  in  the  faith  of  the  party,  had  been  an  able  advo, 
cate  of  its  policy  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  and  was  a  pillar  of  its 
strength  in  the  We*t.  Cm  a  servile  legislature  had  heard  the  com- 
mand;  and  among  other  questions  propounded  by  the  Pemocratic 
party  to  th^ir  candidates  was  this^"Are  you  for  or  against,  modern 
abolitionism."  Morris  answered  like  a  freeman,  and  was  lejerted. 
Benjamin  Tappan  declared  himself  against  it,  and  was  elected.  The 
slaveholding  interest  dictated  to  Ohio,  with  her  twelve  hundred 
thousand  freemen,  the  choice  of  her  senator;  and  who  is  offended? 
None  but  Abolitionists. 

December  11th,  1838,  Mr.  Atherton,  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, at  the  instigation  of  this  power,  introduced  in  the  House,  the 
following  resolutions. 

"ABOLITION-RK.HT  OF  PETITION,  &c. 

December  IIM. 

"The  State  of  ^>w  Hampshire  havinc  been  rallrtl,  _ 

"Mr  \THERrON  rose  and  asked  leave,  at  this  time  to  offer  the  following 
resok.tinns,  which  were  read  for  the  information  of  U>e  House. 

^^ii- solved  That  this  Governmrnl  is  a  governmenl  of  hmiicd  powers,  and  ihat 
bv  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress  has  no  jurv.dict.on  whatever 
over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  several  S^lat.s  of  the  confederacy. 

"/dL/re./,  That  the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  D.sfr.c  of 
Columbia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  apamst  ihe  removal  of 
Sa  e"  f.om  one  Slate  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  operations,  se  on 
St  to  aff.ct  the  insiitulion  of  slavery  in  the  several  Slates,  and  thus  indirectly  to 
destrov  thai  institution  within  their  limits.  '        ,       ,  •  ,    .,  , 

''Zolved,  Thai  Congress  has  no  right  to  do  that  ind. redly  v^h.ch  ,t  cannot 
do  directly;  and  that  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  in  ihe  D.stnct  of  Co- 
lumh  a  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with  a  view  of  disturbing  or  over- 
throwing that  institution  in  the  several  States,  is  againsl  the  true  spirit  and 
meaSofthe  Constitution,  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  States  afiected. 
^d,  breach  of  the  public  fnith  .n  which  they  entered  into  the  Confederacy. 
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'•Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  rests  on  the  btoad  principles  of  equality 
atnon^  tlie  inemliers  of  this  Uoiilederacy,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  ackiiovvleJ^eJ  powers,  has  no  ri;^hl  to  discriminate  belwe.  n  the  institutions  of 
one  portion  ot  the  States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abohshing  the  one  and 
proni^iiiiisr  the  other. 

'•/itifiolved,  fhtref'jfe,  That  all  atteiripls  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  Ui-trnt  of  Columbia  or  llie  Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal 
ofsl.ivus  from  Slate  to  St.ile.  or  to  discrimin-ite  befeeii  the  insiiiuti.iiis  of  one 
porii)!)  of  the  country  and  anoilKT  willi  the  views  aloresuid,  are  in  viol. lion  of 
tbe  C.).i-;tiiulioii,  destrurtive  of  liie  fiindameiital  principles  on  which  the  Union 
of  these  States  rests,  and  bey.tnd  the  juii-^d  clion  of  Coiiijress;  and  that  evt-ry  pe- 
tition, memorial,  resolution,  proposiii.ni,  or  paper  touchiiiij  or  relalin-j  in  any 
w.4y,  or  to  any  extent  whatever,  t  >  slavery,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  abolition  thereof, 
shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof  without  any  further  action  thereon,  be  laid  on 
the  taltle  without  without  beiiii^  debated,  printed  or  referred." 

This  is  the  foiirtli  time  the  slaveholder  has  deliberately  troddai 
down  the  riglit  of  petition.  But,  so  long  as  the  people  of  the  free 
states  send  members  to  Congress,  who  will  consent  to  the  outrage, 
they  show  a  servility  which  signally  qualifies  them  for  the  station 
of  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  the  South. 

The  vote  on  the  gag-resolution  stood  thus: — 


Northern  metnbers  in  favor  of  the  gag, 


Democrats,     53 
"  »'  "  Whigs,       none 

Total— 53 

Slaveholders  in  favor  of  the  gag,     Democrats,  33 

"  "  Whigs,  40 

Total— 73 

Slaveholders  opposed  to  the  gag,         Democrat ;,         1 
"  »♦  Whigs,  6 


Absent 


Total— 6 

Northern  Democrats, 
"         Whigs, 

11 

7 
Total— 18 

Slaveholding  Democrats, 
"             Whigs, 

9 
11 

Total— 20 

Total  Absent  38 

It  will  be  perceived,  that  the  slaveholding  delegation  went  in 
solid  ph;ilanx  for  the  resolution;  and  thai  had  the  free  state-delega- 
tion been  equally  united,  the  country  would  have  escaped  this  new 
degradation.  But  a  slavish  democracy,  pretending  to  represent  the 
genuine  republicanism  of  the  North,  bent  its  neck  for  the  yoke,  and 
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submitted  to  be  used  by  the  slaveholder  in  breaking  down  a  great 
constituiional  right. 

The  progress  of  despotism  is  gradual.  The  tyrant  is  not  apt  to 
reveal  his  full  purposes  at  once.  At  first,  he  is  content  with  strik- 
ing indirectly  at  some  minor  right.  If  this  attack  be  tolerated,  a 
greater  one  is  next  assailed.  In  the  beginning  he  is  a  man  of  forms. 
Give  him  but  the  substance,  and  he  is  exemplary  in  his  devotion  to 
the  shadow.  But,  finding  at  length  no  formidable  resistance  in  the 
free  spirit  of  the  people  to  his  insidious  designs,  emboldened  by  the 
remembrance  that  his  most  flagrant  usurpations  have  waked  up  but 
momentary  excitements,  he  throws  off  the  veil  and  discovers  him- 
self— a  relentless  despot.  Then  forms  are  disregarded;  and,  what 
before  he  aimed  covertly,  with  a  show  of  right,  to  accomplish,  he 
now  seizes  with  the  naked  arm  of  licentious  power.  Let  the  peo- 
ple of  the  free  states  beware.  The  slaveholder  has  been  so  long 
accustomed  to  regard  brute  force  as  the  parent  of  all  prerogative, 
as  to  feel  no  mote  respect  for  political,  than  natural  rights.  The 
same  arm  that  rules  the  slave,  would  crush  the  freeman. 

We  wonder  at  the  stupidity  of  the  citizens  of  the  free  states. 
Have  they  never  learned  that  the  lime  to  lay  hands  on  grasping 
power,  is  when  its  makes  its  first  exaction?  'I'he  slaveholding  in- 
terest in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  has  denied  in  substance  the 
right  of  petition,  thougli  still  the  people  are  permitted  to  retain  the 
form.  At  this  moment,  if  it  dare,  it  would  reject  petitions  at  once, 
and  thus  in  form,  as  well  as  fact,  annihilate  the  right.  We  know 
this  is  its  ulterior  object;  for  slaveholders  themselves  declare,  that 
the  present  system  of  disposing  of  petitions,  is  only  a  compromise, 
in  which  the  South  generously  concedes  something  for  the  sake  of 
peace.  Mr.  Ells,  democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  one  of  the 
districts  of  Alabama,  in  a  recent  reply  to  a  letter  addressed  him  by 
his  political  friends,  betrays  the  true  design  of  the  slaveholder.  He 
says — 

"I  now  announce  it  as  my  delibrrate  determination,  should  it  please  the  peo- 
ple of  this  di^lricl  to  lienor  me  wilh  a  seat  in  Congress,  to  vote  for  an  immediate 
rejection  of  all  petitions,  memorials,  &c.,  teruiine  in  any  manner  to  agitate  the 
Bubject  of  the  abolitidn  of  slavery,  or  to  disturb  the  owners  of  slaves  in  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  pro[)erty — a  right  which  I  consider  as  being  sacred, 
and  protected  by  the  highest  constitutional  sanction." 

Such  an  attempt  formally  to  abrogate  the  right  of  petition  will 
probably  be  made  k\  the  next  session  of  Congress;  for  what  grounds 
have  we  for  hope,  in  view  of  the  alarming  encroachments  of  slavery 
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on   our  institutions  during  the  past  year,  that   its  claims   shall   he 
abated  next? 

That  the  Atherton  resolutions  did  not  come  up  to  the  full  de- 
mands of  slaveholders,  may  be  seen  further,  from  the  following 
resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr.  Wise,  pending  the  action  on  those 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Servile. 

"1st,  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  abolish  sinvery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columl'ia  or  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  ivhether  such  power 
in  said  District  or  Territories,  'be  exercised  as  a  meaiis  or  ivilh  the  view  of 
disturbing^  or  overthro'^ing-  slavery  in  the  States'  or  not, 

"2ii.  Resolved,  That  Congress  hasno  power  to  abolish  the  slave-trailfe  or  pro- 
hibit the  removal  of  slaves  between  liie  Slates  .and  the  District  of  Ci^lumbia  or 
Territories  of  the  United  Slates,  or  between  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
Territories  of  the  U.  S. 

'■3d.  Resolved,  That  Congress  is  not  bound  to  receive  or  consider  petitions 
for  the  exercise  of  any  power  whatever  over  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  Con- 
gress does  not  possess. 

"4ih.  Resolved,  That  the  laws  of  Congress  alone  govern  in  prescribing  and 
regulating  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  fugitive  slaves  shall  be  apprehended 
and  their  rights  to  freedom  tried  in  the  non-slaveholding  states,  and  the  mode 
and  manner  in  which  they  shall  he  restored  or  delivered  to  their  owners  in  the 
slave  states. 

'"olh.  Resolved,  That  Congress  his  no^  power  to  impose  upon  any^statethe 
abolition  of  slavery  in  its  limits,  as  a  condition  of  admission  into  the  Union. 

"6th.  Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  slave-holding  slates  in  this  Union 
»•  have  the  constitutional  ri^ht  voluntarily  to  take  their  slaves  to,  or  through  a  non- 
slaveholding  stitp.  and  to  sojourn  or  remain  temporarily  with  such  slaves  in  the 
f^ame,  and  the  slaves  are  not  iherelpy  ("/)so /ac^o  emancipated;  and  the  General 
Government  is  constitutionally  bound  to  protect  the  rights  of  slave-holders  to 
their  slave  property  in  non-slaveholdiiig  states,  and  all  laws  of  non-slaveholding 
States  in  coiiflict  with  the  laws  of  Congress,  providing  for  such  protection,  are 
null  and  void." 

These  resolutions  were  manifestly  aimed  at  the  sovereignty  of  the 

free   states,  and,   if  passed,  would  have  made  them  vassals  of  the 

South.     Compare  the  claims  they  set  up,  with   the  provisions  of  a 

recent  act  of  the   Alabama  legislature,  respecting  free  persons  of 

color. 

"Free  Nr.cnor.s. — The  legislature  of  Alabama  have  passed  an  act  prescrib- 
ing that  every  free  person  of  color  arriving  in  that  State,  on  board  a  vessel  as 
cook,  steward,  mariner,  or  in  any  other  empio)  ment>  shall  be  immediately  lodged 
in  prison,  and  detained  until  the  departure  of  the  said  vessel,  when  the  captain 
thereof  shall  be  bound  under  a  h-eavy  penalty,  to  lake  him  away.  If  any  free 
person  of  color  thus  sent  away,  shall  return,  he  or  she  shall  receive  thirty-nine 
lashes,  and  if  found  within  the  Stale  twenty  days  after  such  punishment,  he  or 
she  shall  be  sold  as  a  slave  for  any  term  not  exceeding  one  year.  The  captain 
of  any  vessel,  in  which  such  free  person  of  color  shall  arrive,  shall  give  security 
in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  that  he  will  take  away  the  said  free  person 
of  color.  The  6th  scctiori  makes  it  la-aful  for  any  person  to  seize  and  make 
a  slave  for  life,  to  his  own  use,  any  free  person  of  color,  -who  may  come  into 
the  state  of  Alabama,  after  the  1st  day  of  February,  1842,  provided  this  sec- 
*Jon  shall  not  take   effect  until   the   1st  dav  of  August  next.     The  7th  section 
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makes  it  lawful  tor  any  person  to  seize  upon  and  make  a  slave  for  life,  any  free 
persun  of  color  wJio  imiy  l>e  foiuiil  in  the  Rt.ile  of  Alabama,  after  the  {)assage  of 
this  ait,  ami  who  shall  have  come  into  the  State  since  its  passage.  AppioveJ 
Fel).  2,  1839." — Lonisiauian. 

To  say  noihintr  of  the  dialiolical  wit-kedneps  of  this  act,  we  may 
remark,  that  il  legalizes  the  kuhiappiiig  and  perpetual  enslavement 
of  citizens  of  the  free  states;  for  il  is  well  known,  that  in  .some  ofs 
the  states,  as  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  persons  of  color  pos- 
sessed of  certain  qualificnlions,  are  admitted  to  citizenship.  The 
law  is,  therefore,  a  flagrant  violation  of  section  2d  of  tlte  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  federal  constitution,  whieii  declares,  that  "The  citizens 
of  each  stale  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  in  the  several  states;"'  and  also  of  that  clause  in  the  5ih 
article  of  amendments,  which  provides  tliat,  no  person  shall  "be 
deprived  of  life,  liberfij  or  projierly.  without  due  process  of  law." 
While  slaveholders  thus  ruthlessly  trample  under  foot  two  of  the 
most  important  provisions  of  tiie  federal  consiitutmn,  and  assume  the 
right  of  stealing  and  reducing  to  perpetual  slavery,  citizens  of  the 
free  states,  t!)ey  demand  that  Congress,  by  an  iincoiistituiional  ex- 
ercise of  power,  shall  outrage  the  soveieignty  of  these  slates,  and 
limit  the  action  of  their  domestic  institutions,  in  order  that  they  may 
establish  slavery  within  their  limits,  and  enjoy  privileges  there, 
which  free  state  citizens,  cannot,  if  they  would,  enjoy.  And  yet, 
in  popular  estimation  that  man  is  odious,  who  ventures  to  plant 
himself  in  opposition  to  the  exorbitant,  abominable  aggressions  of 
this  all-grasping  power.  Blind  to  the  encroachments  of  despotism, 
stupidly  insensible  to  their  own  degraihation,  there  are  multitudes  in 
the  free  states,  whose  sordid  conduct  is  emboldening  the  slave- 
holder to  still  more  flagrant  exactions. 

Freedom  of  debate  in  Congress  is  no  less  abridged,  than  the  right 
of  petition.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  celebrated  speech,  on  the  proposed 
annexation  of  Texas,  happened  to  allude,  by  way  of  illustrating  a 
particular  point,  to  the  treatment  he  had  formerly  experienced,  on 
presenting  a  petition  from  slaves.  'I'he  Speaker  (a  slaveholder) 
immediately  interposed,  and  pronounced  him  out  of  order. 

"Mr.  Adams  rc|)IiiMl  in  a  firm  lone,  that  he  wps  porftclly  in  order.  He  had 
char!»e'!  uimn  a  majority  of  the  House,  a  systciiiaiic  suppression  of  petitions: 
and  he  was  adducint;  now  a  stfikin;;  illusiraiion  of  the  fad. 

"Mr.  .\ilams  iheu  proceeded  lo  omment  on  the  case  of  the  slave  petition, 
when  he  was  ai?ain  interruptefl  hy  Mr.  Legate  of  South  Cajolina,  who  insisted 
that  he  was  out  of  ordet. 

"The  Speaker  concurred  with  Mr.  Legare,  and  told  Mr.  A.  that  such  a  cours« 
•f  remark  could  not  be  allowed. 
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"The  ex-President  then  rose,  and  with  great  wamth  declared  that  he  was  not 
out  of  order— that  his  remarks  were  most  pertinent  to  the  suljcct— that  he  had 
a  ri^htto  introduce  illuslnUions— historical  illustrations— ot  the  charge  he  made 
against  the  House— and  it"  not  perinittcd  by  the  y|ie;dvf'r  to  do  so,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  House,  and  dcnnnd  the  ayes  and  noes  that  the  country  might  know 
who  were  tin-  men  that  were  |ire[.ared  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  speech,  as  they 
had  already  trampled  on  the  right  of  petition." 

The  Speaker  began  to  state  the  question,  but  was  interrupted  by- 
Mr.  Adams  with  the  reqtiest,  that  he  would  cause  the  c-lerk  io  take 
down  the  words  pronounced  out  of  order.  InstanUy,  great  confu- 
sion arose.  Tumultuous  cries  of  order!  order!  resounded  all  over 
the  house.  At  length,  the  noise  having  somewhat  subsided,  the 
following  colloqtiy  was  iieard. 

"The  Speaker- 'The  genlteman  will  take  his  seat— he  is  out  of  order.' 

"Mr.  .\dams— •!  insist  on  the  disonlerly  woids  being  taken  down.' 

"The  J-peaker — 'The  gentleman  must  take  his  seat.' 

"Mr.  Adams— »I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  rule  which  requires  exceptionable 
words  to  he  put  in  writing.' 

"The  greitest  commotion  and  confusion  now  prevailed,  in  the  midst  of  which 
neither  Mr.  Adams  nor  the  Speaker  could  he  heard,  though  both  were  manifestly 
talking  with  great  vehemen<'e;  their  gesticulation  certainly  was  must  violent. 

"When  their  voices  could  he  distinguished,  the  following  colloquy  was  heard. 

"The  Speaker, — 'The  gentlcn.an  is  out  of  order,' 

"Mr    Adams — 'I  say  I  am  ?;«<.' 

"The  Speaker — 'The  gentleman  must  Ukc  his  seat.' 

"Mr.  Adams,  (still  sfandins)— Let  the  rule  be  read  for  which  I  have  called.' 

"The  Speaker— 'I  call  on  the  House  to  enforce  its  order.' 

"Mr.  Adams— 'And  I  too  call  on  the  House  to  enforce  its  rules.' 

"Mr.  Grantland,  of  Georgia.  'I  hope  the  sergeant-at-arms  will  take  the  gen- 
tleman into  custody.' 

"Cries  of  'order!  order!'  'Read  the  rule!'  'Take  your  seat,  resounded  now 
on  all  sides. 

"When  quiet  was  restored,  Mr.  Adams  expressed  a  hope  that  the  House 
would  decide  the  question  on  the  appeal,  although  the  Speaker  had  stated  the 
matter  at  issue  most  incorrectly. 

"The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained,  of  course." 

By  the  Southern  delegation,  and  by  61  members  from  the  free 
states.  The  ineinbers  from  Ohio,  who  voted  with  the  servile  party, 
were,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  H.  Hunter,  Matthias  Shepler,  D.  P. 
Leadbetter,— i5emocra/s.  John  W.  AIU>n,  and  A.  W.  Loomis, 
— H'hi^s.  No  administration  member  from  Ohio  voted  against 
the  decision.  The  Whigs  from  Ohio,  who  opposed  it,  were,  Pa- 
trick G.  Goode,  Thomas  Corwin,  Samson  Mason,  'Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey. 

It  is  well  known  to  those,  who  have  given  themselves  the  trouble 
to  inquire,  that  the  slave-trade  is  carried  on  to  a  shameful  extent  in 
the  city  of  of  Washington.     THr   following  brie/  description  of  it 
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is  tiiniished  by  Mr.  Giddings,  in  an  address  lo  his  constituents,  pub- 
lished a  few  months  since,  in  the  Ashtabula  Sentinel. 

"The  purchase  and  sale  of  slaves  at  Washington  has  hecome  a  regular  busi- 
ness. The  cDunlry  around  is  pour  and  the  growing  of  slaves  has  gradually  be- 
come a  source  of  prolit.  The  public  jail  liuilt  with  ihe  money  of  the  nation,  for 
many  years  has  bi.'cn  u*eA  as  a  prison  fur  slaves  destined  for  sale,  uptil  their 
owners  ciiiild  ilispnse  ofthcni.  In  this  manner  the  funds  belonging  to  the  people 
of  this  nation  are  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  slave  trade.  Besides  the  jail  there 
are  several  factories  or  private  prisons  appropriated  to  the  iinjjrisonment  >  f  slaves. 
These  factories  and  the  pu'.ilicjail  are  made  the  receptacles  of  all  the  horror  and 
unutterable  anguish  attendant  upon  the  separation  of  parents  and  children,  hus- 
bands and  wives,  on  l>eing  torn  from  home  and  country,  and  friends,  and  doomed 
to  a  certain  death  among  the  miasma  of  the  southern  rice  and  cotton  planta* 
tions.  Many  instances  shocking  to  the  feelings  of  humanity  are  related  t)y  those 
who  reside  there.  The  public  paj)prs  th»t  contain  the  journal  of  the  National 
Legislature,  also  contain  notices  for  the  purchase  and  for  the  sale  of  slaves. 
'Sales  at  atictiox,'  where  immortal  human  beings  are  sold  at  public  veiidue, 
are  heralded  forth  in  the  government  papers.  In  the  most  populous  parts  of  the 
city,  on  the  most  beautiful  avenue  of  the  Metropolis,  men,  women  and  children 
are  sold  at  public  vendue.  .\ll  restraint  is  thrown  off.  The  regular  slave  trader 
pursues  his  vocation — purchases  his  cargo  of  human  beings  and  sends  them  to 
other  Slates  or  to  Texas  with  as  little  apparent  compunctions  of  conscience  as  he 
who  follows  the  driving  of  cattle.  He  purchases  a  license  for  four  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum,  and  then  with  perfect  impunity  follows  a  practice  which,  if  pur- 
sued on  the  African  coast,  would  by  our  laws  constitute  piracy.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  the  crime  for  which  he  would  be  hanged  if  committed  in  Africa  he 
commits  here  for  the  price  of  $400  per  annum,  and  mingles  wiih  the  people, 
freely  enters  the  capitol  with  the  Representatives  of  the  nation,  sits  in  the  galle- 
ries with  the  most  virtuous  and  res(jectal>le  citizens  of  these  U,  States.  Em- 
boldened by  the  f^ict  that  ('ongress  has  so  long  shielded  and  protected  them,  they 
have  during  the  past  winter  driven  thei/  victims,  males  and  females,  chained, 
past  the  Capitol  in  view  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  of  foreign  Ministers  and 
representatives  of  foreign  governments  residiug  at  Washington,  and  all  that 
vast  concourse  of  visitants  usually  found  at  Washington  during  the  winter  ses- 
sions of  Congress. — The  outrages  upon  the  laws  of  humanity  and  upon  our 
national  character,  have  deeply  affijcted  our  reputation  among  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth." 

One  might  suppose,  that  the  slaveholder  himself,  for  the  sake  of 
arresting  the  growing  excitement  against  slavery,  would  be  anxious, 
or  at  least  willing,  to  have  this  unnatural,  hateful  traffic  put  down. 
AVe  shall  see.  A  motion  having  been  introduced  in  the  House,  by 
Mr.  Giddings,  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  to  erect  a 
bridge  over  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  he  attempted,  Feb. 
13lh,  to  make  a  speech  in  its  support.  His  chief  reason  for  urging 
the  motion  was,  the  probability  of  a  removal  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment to  a  free  state;  and  the  alleged  ground  of  the  probability  was, 
the  existence  of  the  slave-trade  in  the  District.  He  then  proceeded 
to  speak  of  the  revolting  aspect  of  this  traffic  to  members  from  the 
free  states,  but  was  repeatedly  called  to  order  by  the  slaveholding 
inembers, — the  Chair,  however,  each  time,  su^aining  him. 
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"I,  for  one,"  said  Mr.  Giddings,  "will  never  consent  to  hold  our  national  coun- 
cils where  we  cannot  look  out  of  our  windows  without  the  liability  of  having 
our  feelings  wounded  by  seeing  our  fellow-beings,  men,  women,  and  children, 
indiscriminately  chained  by  the  neck,  and  driven  by  the  Capitol,  My  feelings 
and  my  principles  forbid  it.  The  early  impressions  of  my  childhood  were  op- 
posed to  it.  From  my  earliest  recollection  I  was  taught  to  regard  it  with  hor- 
ror.    I  then  supposed  it  only  existed  among  barbarous,  among  savage  nations. 

"?«Tr.  //rnyara?  again  called  Mr.  G.  to  order. 

"The  Chair  called  on  Mr.  Hoxvard  to  reduce  his  point  of  order  to  writing. 
From  this  decision  Mr.  H.  appealed,  and  the  proceedings  resulted  in  refusing 
Mr.  G.  permission  to  proceed  in  his  remarks." 

Such  is  the  freedom  of  debate  in  the  Congress  of  this  Republic. 
The  slaveholding  power  will  not  even  suffer  allusion  to  be  made  to 
that  traffic,  which  when  carried  on,  upon  the  open  seas,  the  Federal 
Government  has  branded  as  piracy.  It  sees  too  clearly  the  identity 
of  principle,  of  the  slave-trade-and  slavery;  and  that  where  one  is 
struck,  the  other  is  wounded. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  subject  of  our  relations 
with  Hayli,  came  up  for  discussion,  on  the  presentation  of  numer- 
ous memorials  respecting  it.  France,  England,  and  other  civilized 
nations  have  already  treated  with  this  Republic,  as  an  independent 
power;  but  the  United  States,  obedient  to  slaveholding  dictation, 
still  sullenly  refuses  to  acknowledge  her.  In  consequence  of  this, 
certain  claims  of  some  of  our  citizens  against  the  Haytien  govern- 
ment must  remain  unsettled.  Besides,  our  trade  with  that  Island, 
of  more  value  than  that  with  any  of  the  independent  South  Ame- 
rican states,  has  for  years  been  regularly  diminishing,  under  a  dis- 
criminating duty  of  ten  per  cent,  charged  on  importations  from  the 
United  States,  higher  than  on  goods  from  any  other  country.  From 
upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  it  has  been  reduced  to  about 
one  million,  and  is  now  fast  falling,  it  is  said,  into  the  hands  of  the 
French.  The  question  of  the  recognition  of  this  government  was 
clearly  one,  of  much  interest  to  the  North.  But,  the  slaveholding 
power,  as  usual,  prevailed.  When  the  subject  was  brought  up  for 
discussion,  slaveholders  resorted  to  the  same  machinery  of  intimi- 
dation and  party-management,  bywhich  they  have  so  long  gov- 
erned the  free  states.  They  attempted  to  treat  petitions  on  this  sub- 
ject, just  as  they  had  done,  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
December  17th,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  by  which  so 
much  of  one  of  the  Haytien  memorials,  as  referred  to  international 
relations,  &c.,  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs. In  support  of  the  motion,  he  made  aii  inflammatory  speech, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  prevail  on  the  House  to  deny  reception 
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to  all  such  petitions.     A  few  extracts  will  fairly  represent  the  slave-^ 

holding  spirit. 

"The  right  of  petition,"  said  Mr.  Wise,  "is  not  absolute  and  unconditional, 
as  the  gentleman  seems  to  suppose;  it  is  modified — modified  by  the  Constitution 
— modified  l)y  the  state  of  things  in  a  particular  part  of  the  country — modified 
by  the  mutual  relations  of  the  States — modified  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  our 
Southern  People." 

"By  the  peculiar  condition  of  our  Southern  people  !"  We  know 
not  what  right  secured  by  the  federal  constitution,  or  what  interest 
belonging  to  the  free  states,  is  not  modified  and  restricted  "by  the 
peculiar  condition  of  the  Southern  people." 

Again: 

"There  is  no  need  of  recognising  a  Government  of  insurrectionists,  a  nation  of 
slaves,  who  rose  and  cut  their  masters'  throats,  for  the  sake  of  establishing  new 
commercial  relations  with  them.  We  are  told  of  the  spoliations  by  Christophe, 
and  that  no  reparation  will  be  made  till  we  recognise  the  black  Republic.  Sir, 
there  are  national  remedies  other  than  recognition.  There  is  such  a  thing  as 
war.  We  can,  if  necessary,  compel  this  indemnity.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
a  recognition  which  is  at  open  war  with  the  interests  and  feelings  of  a  portion 
of  our  own  people.  The  amount  of  these  claims  cannot  be  very  great.  The 
seizure  was  of  private  property,  it  is  a  fair  subject  for  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal." 

And  so  Mr.  Wise  would  rather  go  to  war,  break  up  a  useful  com- 
merce, and  injure  the  interests  of  the  whole  nation,  than  acquiesce 
in  a  measure,  demanded  by  the  comity  of  nations,  and  which  ,at 
most  could  but  conflict  with  the  mere  prejudices,  of  only  a  fourth 
part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States!  But,  he  proceeds.  The 
South — the  South — the  peculiar  relations  of  the  South  must  decide 
the  question. 

"The  gentleman  tells  us  that  our  agent  was  arrested  at  the  threshold  for  want 
of  a  regular  commission.  Yes,  sir;  and  shall  the  South,  for  a  paltry  sum  due 
for  seizures,  ay,  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  value  of  Hayti,  and  of  the  United 
•Slates  to  boot,  be  compelled  to  yield*  those  great  considerations  which  are  vital  to 
her  safety?  We  abstained  before,  it  seems,  for  fear  of  a  quarrel  with  France. 
And  pray  how  long  is  it  since  France  recognised  this  black  Republic  of  Hayti. 
Four  years,  or  thereabouts.  Yet  now,  when  abolition  rages,  now,  for  the  first 
time,  we  hear  that  we  must  recognise,  because  France  has  recognized  her.  We 
refused,  before,  on  account  of  the  pernicious  example,  and  out  of  deference  to  the 
feelings  anil  jieculiar  relations  of  the  South;  and  would  the  example  be  less  dan- 
gerous now?" 

Again, — 

"Why,  sir,  what  would  be  said  should  we  do  such  a  thing  after  all  the 
events  we  have  lately  witnessed?  No :  it  is  the  abolition  spirit  alone  which 
would  have  us  to  say  these  men,  whoso  hands  are  yet  red  with  their  rr.asters 
blood,  "You  shall  be  recognised  as  freemen,  we  wish  to  establish  international 
relations  with  you.'  Never  will  I,  never  will  my  constitoents,  be  forced  into 
this.  We  never  will  be  driven  to  say,  in  efl'ect,  to  our  own  slaves,  when  you 
have  cut  the  throats  of  your  masteis,  you  will  be  acknowledged  by  England  and 
by  the  Northern  States  as  repubhcan  freemen.     We  are   bound  to  repudiate  all 
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requests  of  such  a  kind.  We  are  hound  to  do  so  by  the  compact  of  our  Con- 
federation. The  incendiary  march  is  advancing  further  and  further:  I  would 
arrest  it  hy.  arresting  all  such  petitions  before  they  reach  that  tahle.  JIow  long 
we  shall  be  able  to  resist  it  afterwards,  God  in  his  omniscience  only  knows." 

December  22,  a  similar  discussion  again  arose  on  a  motion  to  re- 
fer a  Haytien  memorial  presented  by  Mr.  Adams.     , 

Mr.  Bynum  contended — "That  we  were  not  bound,  in  all  cases,  to  recognize 
independent  governments.  We  have  a  right  to  take  into  view  the  fact,  that  the 
recognition  of  an  insurrectionaiy  and  independent  government  of  negroes  would 
have  an  unfavorable  elfect  upon  the  slavchotdin^  part  of  this  Union.  The  ap- 
pearance and  exanple  of  a  black  minister  here  would  stimulate  the  slaves  to  re- 
volt. It  would  be  a  dagger  strui;k  to  the  heart  and  vitals  of  the  sonthevn  coun- 
try. He  denied  the  principle  assumed  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  without  looking  to 
these  circumstances,  we  were  bound  to  recognise  any  government  that  was  a 
government  ds  facto.  He  dilfered  with  those  of  his  friends  who  thought  this 
subject  might  safely  be  urged  here.  The  friends  of  abolition  had  entered  this 
Huust,  but  they  had  entered  it  luith  a  muzzle  on  tlieir  mouflis,  which  he  hoped 
we  should  be  able  to  keep  there.  The  South  would  not  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  Hayti.  Any  Southern  man  who  favored  such  a  step  was  a  traitor  to  the 
South.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  that  we  ought  not  to  fear 
the  abolitionists.  Sir,  when  the  proper  lime  comes,  we  will  show  them  whether 
wc  fear  them.^  We  will  show  them,  not  here,  but  at  a  proper  place— whether 
we  fear  them." 

Such  was  the  mode  pursued  by  slaveholders  again  and  again,  to 
intimidate  Northern  members,  and  prevent  the  recognition  of  Hayti. 
They  failed,  it  is  true,  in  causing  the  rejection  of  the  petitions,  but 
they  gained  all  they  needed.  The  petitions  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, which,  it  was  well  understood  at  the  lime,  would  never  act 
upon  them.  A  single  paragraph  from  the  report  of  the  debate  on 
the  17th  of  December,  as  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
deserves  to  be  recorded  in  this  connection, 

"Mr.  Howard,  (chairman  of  the   Committee  on  Foreign   Affliirs,)  suggested 

to  Mr.  Wise  that  he    had  better  acquiesce   in   the  reference  of  this  part^Jf  the 

memorial  to  the   Committee  on  Foreign   Affairs.     It  was  not  a  new  case.     Sev- 

eral  similar  memorials  had  been  sent  there  last  session,  which   had  never  been 

^  reported  on.     This  would  take  a  similar  course;  il  would  kevjju  be  heard  of 

AGAIN." 

We  know  not  how  a  deeper  insult  could  have  been  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  free  states.  Better,  far  better,  to  have  rejected  the 
petitions  at  once,  than  thus  have  mocked  the  petitioners. 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Slade  begged  leave  to  present  a  re^. 
solution,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  read,  for  the  information  of  tlie 
House,  The- scene  that  ensued  is  thus  described  by  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  United  Slates  Gazette. 

"Mr.  Waddy  Thompson,  of  S.  C.— I  object,  sir,  to  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion; and  if  no  other  member  will  do  it,  I  -zuitl  object  to  any  resolution  that  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  may  offer. 
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A  member  rose  anJ  said  that  he  demanded  the  reading  of  the  resolution.  He 
had  a  right  to  make  the  demand,  and  insisted  on  its  reading. 

The  Spcalier  directed  the  clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk — (reading)  —  Whereas,  on  the  30th  day  of  December,  a  body  of 
thirty  men,  and  women,  and  children,  passed  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in 
front  of  the  Capitol,  in  chains." 

[Loud  cries  of  -Order,  order!' — 'I  ohject.' — 'It  is  insulting  to  the  house, and  to 
the  South!'     'It  shall  nut  be  read.' — &.C.,  &c.] 

The  clerk  was  directed  to  suspend  the  reading,  and  great  sensation  was  pro- 
duced." 

The  resolution  was  withdrawn,  and  notice  given,  that  it  would 
be  presented  at  some  future  period.     We  here  subjoin  it. 

"Whereas,  on  the  30ih  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  there  were  driven  by  the  doors  of  the  capitol 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  view  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  thirty 
men,  rhiiined  and  handcuffed,  together  with  Iwenlj  women  and  children.  And 
whereas,  there  are  circumtsances  which  justify  a  strong  suspicion  that  it  was  for 
no  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  or  ai>y  ol  ihe  Slates,  ihal  said 
men,  women  and  children  were  chained,  handcuffed  and  driven  as  aforesaid; — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  Thit  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  this  House  be  forthwith 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report: 

1.  The  authority  under  which  the  said  men,  women  and  children  were  thus 
chained,  hand-cuffed,  and  driven  as  aforesaid: 

2.  Whether  they  arc  charged  with  the  commission  of  crimes;  and  if  so,  of 
what  crimes,  and  when  and  where  committed: 

3.  Whether  they  had  been  convicted  of  crimes;  and  if  so,  of  what  crimes, 
and  by  what  tribunal  convicted;  and 

4.  Whether  the  persons  who  chained,  hand-cuffed,  and  drove  the  said  men, 
women  and  children  were  officers  of  the  United  States,  duly  authorised  to  have 
the  custody  of  criminals  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  so,  whether 
they  committed  said  men.  women  and  children  to  the  common  jail  of  said  dis- 
trict for  trial,  or  to  the  penitentiary  thereof  for  punishment. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
and  to  report  to  this  House  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

From  the  turbulent  behaviour  of  slaveholders  on  this  occasion,  it 
is  evident,  that  they  are  determined  to  concede  nothing  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  the  free  states.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
resolved  to  make  them  associates,  in  their  worst  crimes,  and  com- 
pel them,  with  sealed  lips  and  fettered  hands,  to  witness  daily  the 
most  loathsome   atrocities  of  the  infernal  slavq-trade. 

January  9th,  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Prentiss  presented  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  Vermont,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District, 
the  inter-state  slave-trade,  Texas,  &;c;  and  moved  that  they  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  printed.  The  motion  was  divided;  they  were 
laid  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  to  print,  a  courtesy  always  extend- 
ed to  the  resolutions  or  memorials  of  sovereign  states,  was  voted 
down  by  the  slaveholding  power.  The  arrogant  language  of  slave- 
holJing  politicians,  we  blush  to  say,  met  with  no  rebuke.     With  as 
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much  apparent  insensibility,  as  if  his  state  had  not  been  insulted, 
and  the  rights  of  the  free  states  outraged,  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
meekly  requested  that  the  resolutions  might  be  printed,  protesting 
with  all  humility,  that  it  was  far  from  his  thoughts,  to  create  any 
excitement. 

^  "Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  well  knew  that  if 
Congress  should  undertake  to  acton  this  subject  in  any  -way  whatever,  the 
Union  -ivould  not  last  une  day.  [jYo;  not  one  hour,  said'.Mr.  Calhoun.]  That 
moment,  continued  A[r.  King,  when  Congress  undertakes  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  I  -will  leave  my  seat  and  go  home,  and  tell  my  constituents  that 
the  compact  has  been  violated,  and  that  the  Uuion  is  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  said  he  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  for  his  advjce  to 
the  South,  to  remain  easy  under  this  infliction;  but  he  hoped  that  the  southern 
members  knew  their  duty  to  their  constituents,  and  needed  no  prompting  to  it. 
He  r^onld  be  as  easy  as  he  could  in  a  case  where  a  robber,  with  a  pistotat  his 
breast,  demanded  his  purse.  He  could  not  sit  here  very  easy  while  the  South 
was  daily  assaded,  both  in  her  honor  and  her  interests.  From  individual  fana- 
tics these  papers  were  sufHciently  annoying;  but  when  they  come  from  the  legis- 
lature of  a  sovereign  stale,  they  ivere  more  dangerous  and  a/arming.  He 
would  not  consent  to  print  the  paper  tor  the  purpose  of  giving  publicity  to  its 
principles,  and  encouraging  othirs  to  assail  the  .Senate  in  like  manner.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to,  veas  29 
nays  S."  ■'  ' 

Mr.  Allen,  Senator  from  Ohio,  voted  with  the  slaveholders. 

A  little  while  subsequenily,  JMr.  Clay  presented  a  petition  from  in. 
habitants  of  the  Districtof  Columbia,  remonstrating  against  the  contin- 
uance of  agitation  on  the  subject  of  abolition  therein,  and  moved  that 
it  be  printed.  It  was  printed,  no  man  dissenting.  The  resolutions  of  a 
sovereign  state  were  thus  thrown  contemptuously  on  the  table,  with- 
out the  por  privilege  of  being  printed,  while  this  courtesy,  by  a  una- 
nimous vote,  was  shown  to  a  petition  from  certain  citizens  of  a  pel- 
ty  district,  whose  piratical  slave-traffic  has  made  our  nation  infa- 
mous. 

When  the  slave  stales  fulminated  their  resolves  against  abolition, 
and  called  on  Northern  legislatures  to  punish  their  citizens  for  ex- 
ercising their  constitutional  right  of  free  discussion,  their  demand 
was  taken^into  serious  consideration,  and  declined,  with  something 
of  that  kind  of  respect,  which  is  due  from  an  inferior  to  a  superior. 
Let  us  see  how  the  resolutions  of  a  free  state,  touching  subjects 
connected  with  the  national  welfare,  and  fairly  within  the°sphere  of 
the  powers  of  Congress,  were  treated  by  a  slaveholding  legislature. 
At  the  last  session  of  the  North  Carolina  legislature,  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont,  respecting  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  &c.,  were  laid  before  the  House,  and  occasioned 
much  excitement.     One  member  thought,  that  the  dignity  of  the 
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state  required,  ihal  lliey  should  be  regarded  with  "silent  contempt." 
At  length,  the  following  grossly  oiTensiveresohninns  were  agreed  on. 

"1.  Resolved,  That  the  rrsolution  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  on   the  aholi-  - 
tion  of  slavery,  as  transmitted  to  us  l)y  our   Governor,  is  a   gross   assault  on  the 
rights  and  domestic  institutions  of  the  South, 

2.  Resolvtfd,  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  and  solemn  duty  of  this 
Legislature  to  make  any  response  to  them  whatever. 

.3.  Resolved,  That  upon  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  we  have  but 
one  opinion,  and  will  not  permit  ourselves  to  entertain  or  debate  it,  and  any  ef- 
fort to  provoke  discussion  will  be  instantly  met  with  the  most  decisive  repro- 
bation." 

In  llie  Elizabethtown  (N.  C.)  Phanix.  there  appeared,  a^  lew 
months  ago,  an  address  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Shepherd,  to  the  freemen 
of  the  fourth  congressional  district  of  North  Carolina.  Mr.  Shep- 
lierd  was  elected  to  Congress,  as  he  states,  "uncommitted  and  un- 
Irammeled;"  his  "feelings  and  prejudices"  however  being  against 
Martin  Van  Buren.  Subsequently  to  liis  election  in  1837,  having 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  democratic  party  of  the  North,  was 
identified  in  interest  and  sentiment  with  slave-holders,  he  became 
an  adherent  of  the  administration.  In  the  address,  Mr.  Shepherd 
manifests  great  distrust  of  parties.  He  would  have  the  South 
united,  and  his  high  ambition  is,  that  it  should  give  law  to  the  gen- 
eral governinent.  The  following  paragraph  from  his  address  will 
show,  the  prevailing  lust  of  dominion  among  slaveholding  politi- 
cians. The  idea  of  shaving  political  power  equally  with  the  North, 
does  not  seem  once  to  be  admitted. 

"But,"  says  Mr.  Shepherd,  "we  must  not  put  too  much  faith  in  parlies  and  po- 
liticians. I  have  seen  enough  to  make  me  distrust  those  who  are  struggling  for 
power  and  ofticc.  We  must  adhere  is  our  pri7iciples,  ivennut  keep  aloof  from 
those  contents,  ivhnse  result  is  to  elevate  men  and  divide  the  &l>oils  of  I'ictory. 
Jf  the  slaveholding  States  be  true  to  theniselveti,  they  ca7i  uive  laiv  la  the  trov- 
ernment;  but  if  our  public  men  be  divided  into  fractions,  and  permit  the  great 
doctrines  of  the  constitution  to  be  sunk  in  a  mcr«-  scramble  for  the  'loaves  and 
fishes,'  our  influence  will  be  lost,  and  our  pioperty  will  be  sacrificed." 

But  the  most  alarming  evidence  lately  furnished  of  the  iron  sway 
of  the  slaveholding  interest,  is  the  celebrated  speech  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Clay.  In  the  early  part  of  his  political  career,  this  gentle- 
man was  distinguished  for  his  noble  endeavors  to  free  Kentucky 
from  the  curse  of  slavery.  Until  lately,  he  had  always  been  hon- 
ored by  a  large  portion  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  as  an  ardent,  able 
and  honest  advocate  of  the  rights  of  man.  When  the  oppressed  of 
other  lands  have  been  struggling  to  burst  the  chains  of  despotism, 
the  voice  of  Henry  Clay  has  been  heard,  cheering  them  on  to  tri- 
umph and  enlisting  the  world's  sympathies  in  their  behalf.     Even 
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the  anti-slavery  men  of  liie  free  states  confided  to  a  certain  extent 
in  his  professions,  and  believed  him  not  altogether  divorced  from 
generous  sentiments  on  the  great  question  of  human  rights. 

But,  Mr.  Clay  becomes  an  aspirant  for  the  higliest  seat  in  the 
nation;  and  no  important  office  in  this  country  can  now  be  be- 
stowed, without  the  consent  of  the  slaveholding  interest.  To 
this  power,  Mr,  Clay's  course  in  regard  to  the  slavery-question,  up 
to  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  given  offence.  Throughout  the 
South,  his  past  efforts  in  behalf  of  Emancipation  were  remembered 
to  his  detriment,  and  it  was  to  no  purpose  that  his  friends  lightly 
ascribed  them  to  a  "boyhood  passion."  Still,  he  was  distrusted. 
His  respect  for  the  right  of  petition,  in  fcrm,  and  the  moderate 
tone  in  which  he  had  spoken  of  Abolitionists,  created  a  sentiment 
among  slaveholders,  so  adverse  to  his  prospects,  that  it  was  manifest 
he  could  expect  no  effective  support  from  the  slaveholding  stales. 
Sometime  last  year,  the  Mobile  Com.  Register  thus  announced  the 
demand  of  the  South. 

"It  IS  too  late  in  the  day,"  says  this  paper,  "for  hypocritical  regrets  that  'one 
IS  obliged  to  say  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  an  abolitionist.'  The  South  have  heard 
and  judged  him  on  this  subject,  and  his  seat  in  the  Presidential  Chair  is  the  evi- 
dence of  the  confidence  the  Southern  people  repose  in  him." 

"We  would  do  by  Mr.  Clay  as  the  South  have  done  by  Mr.  Van  Buren— 
leave  him  not  an  inch  of  neutral  ground  to  stand  upon,  between  the  South  and 
the  Fanatics.  IVe  must  push  him  as  far  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  -was  pushed— 
the  Southern  safety  demands  it.  It  is  in  vain  to  talk  of  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions.' 
That  IS  one  step— the  first  step.  He  must  measure  tlie  -w/io/e  length;  and  walk 
altogether  oft'  the  middle  neutral  ground,  which  he  occupies,  or  the  South  ivill 
spurn  and  reject  him." 

Subsequently  to  this,  the  editors  of  the  Louisville  Journal,  good 
authority  in  what  relates  to  Mr.  Clay,  deemed  it  advisable  to  go 
into  an  explanation  of  the  stand  taken  by  this  gentlemen  at  one  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  in  favor  of  emancipation  in  Kentucky,  Two  ex- 
tracts from  the  article  Vv'ill  suffice  to  show  its  policy. 

"Mr.  Clay  believing  that  in  Kentucky,  with  her  then  small  proportion  of 
slaves,  a  gradual  emancipaticn  might  be  safely  adopted;  and  ardent,  as  he  ever 
has  been  and  still  is  in  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  espoused  the  cause  of  genera! 
emancipation.  But  we  are  not  mistaken  in  our  ■knowledge  of  his  character 
Vi^hen  we  assert,  that,  even  at  that  day  of  youthful  ardor,  he  would  have  bee.i 
utterly  opposed  to  abolition,  as  insisted  on  at  this  day.  Slavery  and  freedom  are 
scarcely  more  distinct   than  abohtion  and  gradual    emancipation, 

*  *  ****»» 

Indeed  we  believe,  that,  even  as  to  gradual  emancipation  his  opinion  was  sub- 
ject  to  modification  and  condition.  When  the  proportion  was  so  small  in  any 
State  (as  in  Kentucky)  that  there  was  no  danger  in  any  event,  of  the  African 
race  acquiring  the  ascendency,  he  would  probably,  if  a  citizen  of  that  State, 
have  been  in  favor  of  gradual   emancipation;  but,  if  there  were   any  ground,  to 
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apprehend  that  the  blacks,  Irom  their  number,  might  in  any  State  become  up- 
permost, we  have  no  doubt,  from  his  declaration  in  Senate,  that  he  would  in  such 
State,  have  been  opposed  alike  to  gradual  emancipation  and  to  abolition. 

But,  the  Senator  himself  was  to  be  heard.  And  accordingly,  late 
in  the  last  session  of  Congress  he  delivered  that  celebrated  speech, 
in  which  he  makes  it  manifest  to  the  whole  world,  that  he  has  at 
length  done  what  the  slave  holding  interest  required, — "measured 
the  whole  length;  walked  altogether  off  the  middle,  neutral  ground," 
which  the  South  supposed  he  had  previously  occupied. 

Such  is  the  power  of  slavery.  Holding  all  important  offices  at 
its  disposal,  it  rejects  Thomas  Morris  for  his  sturdy  independence, 
and  tames  the  free  spirit  of  Henry  Clay.  It  dictates  to  a  free  state 
the  choice  of  her  Senators,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
the  man  for  their  president.  And  yet,  resistance  on  our  part,  is 
fanaticism. 

But,  the  worst  examples  of  slave  holding  aggression,  remain  to 
be  noticed.  On  the  soil  of  the  free  sttate  of  Ohio,  this  power  has 
achieved  its  most  odious  triumphs. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  border  free  states  to  slavery,  the  slave 
holder  is  necessarily  subject  to  what  he  considers  great  loss  and 
vexation.  The  line  between  freedom  and  slavery  is  too  narrow,  the 
prospect  of  eluding  the  vigilance  of  his  master  too  encouraging,  to 
allow  the  supposition,  that  the  slave  will  always  be  content  to  wear 
the  chain.  From  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  of  tlie  states  bor- 
dering the  Ohio,  the  escape  of  slaves  has  been  a  frequent  subject  of 
complaint  on  one  side,  and  of  preventive  legislation  on  the  other. — 
Owinff,  however,  to  the  very  nature  of  the  institutions  of  the  free 
states,  the  principles  of  their  constitutions,  and  the  modes  of  thought 
prevalent  among  their  people,  it  has  always  been  found  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  devise  any  legislation  which  would  satisfy  the 
slaveholder.  And  it  must  be  obvious  to  every  thinking  person,  that 
nothing  can  secure  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  spurious  slave-pro- 
perty, but  the  establishment  of  slavery  from  the  Ohio  to  the  lakes. 
It  is  visionary  to  suppose,  that  any  legislation,  short  of  this,  can 
prevent  the  conlinual  escape  of  discontented  slaves.  If  any  thing 
less  could  have  met  the  demands  of  the  slave-holding  power,  no 
fault  would  have  been  found  with  the  policy  of  Ohio.  Her  policy 
has  been  in  open  subservience  to  the  interests  of  slavery.  More  re- 
gard has  been  paid  to  the  dictation  of  the  slave-states,  than  the  de- 
clarations of  her  own  constitution.     In  addition  to  the  toleration  of 
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Uie  l;iw  of  Congress,  which  deprives  her  colored  population  of  the 
right  of  jury-trial,  in  cases  where  their  personal  liberty  is  in  the  great- 
est peril,  her  statutes  have  been  so  framed,  as  to  bar  their  elevation, 
and  subject  them  to  irremediable  wrong  at  the  hand  of  the  white 
man.  And  the  only  special  protection  extended  to  them  is,  that 
should  any  person,  carry  out  of  the  state  any  other  person,  as  a  fu- 
gitive from  labor,  without  having  established  his  claim  before  some 
magistrate,  and  procured  a  certificate  as  prescribed  by  law,  such 
person  shall  on  conviction  be  liable  to  imprisonment  in  the  peniten- 
tiary for  the  term  of  7  years.  It  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  near- 
ly all  the  provisions  of  our  pro-slavery  statutes  have  been  fulfilled 
to  the  very  letter;  while  those  designed  for  the  protection  of  our 
own  people  against  kidnapping,  have  been  found  almost  uniformly 
ineffective. 

But  law  has  not  been  the  sole  safe-guard  of  the  slave-holder.  Iri 
the  prejudice  or  avarice  of  a  certain  class  of  our  citizens,  he  has 
found  a  still  more  potent  auxiliary.  For  years  past,  there  have  been 
many  among  us  base  enough,  to  hire  themselves  out,  as  the  blood- 
hounds of  the  slave-hunter;  end  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
believe,  that  officers  of  justice  have  at  times  been  bribed  to  engage 
in  the  detestable  business  of  slave-catching. 

A  few  years  ago,  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  band  of  slaveholders, 
in  concert  with  certain  citizens  of  Cincinnati,  to  kidnap  a  free  col- 
ored  man,  by   the   name  of .     They  surrounded   his 

house  by  nisfht,  broke  it  open,  violently  seized  him,  and  would 
have  borne  him  off  at  once,  had  it  not  been  for  his  vigorous  resist- 
ance. With  so  much  success  however  did  he  defend  himself,  that 
one  of  the  kidnappers,  finding  they  were  about  to  be  discovered, 
drew  his  knife,  and  swearing  that  he  would  have  him  dead  or  alive, 
plunged  it  into  his  bowels.  But,  by  this  time,  an  alarm  had  been 
given,  and   the   murderers    fled,   leaving  poor  in  his 

blood.  Medical  assistance  was  procured  immediately,  and  he  final- 
ly recovered.  An  indictment  was  found  against  the  actors  in  this 
horrible  transaction;  but  it  was  suffered  to  fall  through,  without 
being  prosecuted.  Not  a  criminal  was  punished,  but  some  of  the 
kidnappers  have  since  been  reckoned  among  the  respectable  citi- 
zens of  Cincinnati!  This  single  circumstance  show^s,  how  little 
reason  slaveholders  have  had  to  complain,  of  any  troublesome  dis- 
position  on  the  part  of  Cincinnatians,  to  guard  the  rights  of  the  col- 
ored man. 

1 
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We  all  remember  the  case  of  Eliza  J.  Johnson,  a  free  colored 
woman,  who  was  kidnapped  by  citizens  of  Kentucky,  carried  over 
into  that  slate,  and,  after  the  person  on  whose  claim  she  was  stolen, 
had  admitted  that  she  was  not  his  slave,  was  cast  into  prison,  there 
to  remain,  until  called  for  by  some  master,  if  within  a  certain  pe- 
riod—if not  called  for,  then  to  be  sold  as  a  slave,  to  pay  her  jail 
fees: — a  case,  from  beginning  to  end,  of  base,  unmitigated,  rank 
injustice.  A  bill  was  found  against  the  kidnappers;  they  were  tried 
before  an  Ohio  court;  but  the  jury  refused  to  convict  them,  though 
the  evidence,  it  is  well  understood,  was  conclusive  against  them ! 

Sometime  last  fall,  a  colored  man,  named  Alexander  Johnson, 
whose  family  consisting  of  a  wife  and  several  children,  now  resides 
in  Cincinnati,  and  who  was  well  known  to  many  of  the  citizens, 
having  resided  there  for  nearly  seven  years,  was  enticed  on  board  a 
steam-boat  at  the  wharf,  and  immediately  carried  over  the  river  to 
Kentucky,  whence  he  was  sent  below  to  perpetual  slavery.  Imme- 
diate measures  were  taken  to  recover  the  poor  man,  but  they  were 
unsuccessful;  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  bring  the  vile  perpe- 
trators of  the  deed  to  justice;  for  the  seizure,  it  was  alleged,  was 
made  within  the  Kentucky  line  of  jurisdiction. 

A  citizen  of  Jackson  county,  of  established  character,  but  whose 
name  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  mention,  in  the  156th  No.  of  iheJPhi- 
lanthropist,  gives  a  heart-sickening  picture  of  slave-catching,  as 
practised  in  that  region.  One  of  the  cases  he  details,  is  as  follows. 
A  large  reward  was  offered  for  two  fugitive  slaves.  This  roused 
the  malignant  cvarice  of  certain  base  fellows,  who  immediately 
turned  out  in  pursuit.  Soon,  they  overtook  three  colored  persons, 
two  of  whom  they  supposed  to  be  the  runaways,  and,  without  the 
shadow  of  legal  process,  greedy  for  the  reward,  they  hurried  them 
all  out  of  the  state,  to  be  consigned  to  endless  slavery. 

The  insolence  and  violence  with  which  the  slave-hunter  is  accus- 
tomed to  treat  those  citizens  of  Ohio,  whom  he  has  ground  to  sus- 
pect of  hostility  to  his  designs,  would  excite  astonishment,  were  we 
not  but  too  familiar  with  the  true  spirit  of  slavery.  The  report  of 
a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Sardinia,  Brown  co.,  held  last  December, 
an  account  of  which  was  published  not  long  after  in  the  Thilanthro- 
pist,  sets  forth,  that  for  some  time  previous,  their  neighborhood  had 
been  greatly  infested  with  negro-hunters;  that  the  persons  of  liieir 
fcllow-citizeushad  beciiabuscd,  their  lives  jeoparded,  their  premises 


Annual  Report.  51 

iiitriuknl  on,  their  liouses  broken  up,  by  men  in  search  of  slaves; 
and  that  a  price  liad  been  set  on  the  head  of  one  of  their  number, 
by  certain  slavehohiers  in  Kentucky, 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show,  that  not  oidy  had  the  slave-hold- 
ing power  procured  the  enactment  of  divers  laws  in  its  behalf,  but 
that  it  had  found  lawless  instruments  on  our  own  territory,  to  fulfil 
its  most  sinister  designs. 

Still  slaveholders  were  nioi  satisfied.  Irritated  by  the  loss  of  their 
slaves,  they  afiected  to  believe  that  citizens  of  Ohio  were  in  the 
habit  of  enticing  them  to  abscond;  and  at  length  they  determined  to 
try  the  hazardous  experiment,  whether  a  citizen  of  Ohio  could  not 
be  tried  before  a  slaveholdiiig  tribunal  and  punished  by  slaveholding 
laws,  for  acts  done  within  the  limits  of  his  own  state.  The  Rev. 
John  B.  Mahan,  a  worthy  citizen,  and  a  minister  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  was  selected  as  the  subject  of  the  experiment. 
Two  indictments  were  found  against  him  by  a  grand  jury  of  Ken- 
tucky, for  aiding  in  the  escape  of  certain  slaves,  and  forwarded  to 
the  Governor  of  that  state,  who  instantly  made  a  demand  for  the 
person  of  Mr.  Mahan,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  which  was  prompt- 
ly complied  with  by  our  Executive,  without  examination,  and  with 
most  unwarrantable  precipitancy.  Mr.  Mahan  was  arrested,  de- 
prived by  trickery  of  the  benefit  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  hur- 
ried out  of  the  state,  thrown  into  a  Kentucky  jail,  and  loaded  with 
irons.  Tliere  he  lay  for  nearly  three  months,  when  his  trial  came  on 
before  the  Circuit  Court  of  Mason  county.  The  testimony  against 
him  respected  merely  acts  done  in  Ohio,  and  this  testimony  was 
borne  by  a  single  witness  of  unsettled  habits  and  abandoned  charac- 
ter, and  who,  when  cross-examined,  admitted  that  he  had  practiced 
upon  Mahan  a  system  of  gross  deception.  The  ground  assumed 
by  the  prosecution  was,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  Kentucky  extended 
to  acts  done  in  another  state,  if  their  effects  terminated  in  Kentucky. 
But  so  monstrous  was  this  positioH,  that  even  a  slave-holdin<'- 
tribunal  did  not  venture  to  sustain  it;  and  accordingly  the  case  was 
decided  to  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  that  state.  Mahan  was 
liberated,  but  no  sooner  liberated,  than  again  arrested  on  a  civil 
process,  at  the  instance  of  the  same  individual  whose  perjury  had 
already  led  a  grand  jury  of  Kentucky  to  disgrace  itself  by  the  find- 
ing of  false  indictments.  This  suit  is  now  pending.  Let  it  be  re- 
membered then,  that  the  slaveholding  power  is  still  striving  to  esta- 
blish the  principle,  that  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  shall  be  liable  for  dama- 
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ges  under  Kentucky  laws;,  (or  acts  done  in  Oliin,  and  which   arc  in^ 
nocent  bv  the  laws  of  liis  own  slate. 

We  pause   here,  that  we  may  dwell  on  a   humiliating  contrast. 
While  the  free  states  tamely  permit  the  grossest  violations  of  the 
rights  of  their  citizens,   the  slave  states  are   assiduous   in  hedging 
themselves  about  with  additional  safe-guards.     Slaveholders  are  as 
careful  of  their  own   rights,  as  they  are   reckless  of  the  rights  of 
others.     The  Executive  of  Ohio,  conceives  it  to  be  his  duty,  on 
the  mere  demand  of  the   governor  of  another  state,  to    deliver  up 
veithout  demur,  delay  or  examination,  any  one  of  his  fellow-citi-. 
zens  who  may  be  claimed  as  a  fugitive  from  justice.     The  legisla^ 
ture  of  Kentucky  has  taken  care  to  preserve  the  people  of  that  state 
from  falling  victims  to  such  egregious  folly.     By  a  statute   passed 
1815,  it  provided  that  the  delivery  of  a  person,  claimed  as  a  fugitive 
from  justice  should  not  take  place,  until  such  person  was  properly 
identified  before  a  circuit  Judge,  to  whom  the  warrant  of  apprehen- 
sion, issued  to  the   sheriff,  should  be  returned.     A  statute  of  date 
1820,  provided  in  addition  that,  whenever  a  citizen  of  Kentucky, 
indicted  in  Ohio  for  removing  an  alleged  slave  from  its  territory, 
without  proof  of  property  before  a  legal  tribunal,  was  demanded  by 
the  Governor  of  Ohio,  such  citizen  should  be  brought  before  a  cirr 
cuit  judge,  in  his  own  state,  and  in  addition  to  his  right  to  introduce 
proof  that  he  was  not  the  person  demanded,  should  have  the  further 
right  of  proving  himself  the  owner  of  the   slave; — in   which  case, 
the  judge  was  bound  to  discharge  him,  and  the  Executive  to  refuse 
the  demand.      In   other   words,  the    legislature  of  Kentucky  has 
enacted  that  there  is  one  of  the  laws  of  Ohio  which  may  be  trans- 
gressed, and  yet  the  transgressor,  if  a  resident  of  Kentucky,  shall 
not  be  surrendered,  as  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

But,  if  there  had  been  no  laws  on  this  subject,  slaveholders  would 
never  have  tolerated  for  one  moment,  what  the  people  of  Ohio  have 
habituated  themselves  to  bear  with  most  exemplary  patience.  Mr. 
Wade  in  his  speech  on  the  Servile  Bill,  in  the  last  General  Assem- 
bly, narrates  a  case,  which  illustrates  at  once  the  ruthless  contempt 
with  which  slaveholders  trample  on  tlie  rights  of  others,  and  the 
extreme  jealousy  with  which  they  cherish  their  own.  The  record 
of  it  he  obtained  from  the  archives  of  the  executive  office.  Some 
years  since,  when  Governor  Morrow  filled  the  gubernatorial  chair, 
there  resided  in  Union  township,  Butler  co.,  in  this  state,  a  free 
colored  woman,  with  her  two  children,  Eliza  and  Mary.     On  the 
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jiight  of  the  29th  of  November,  1825,  one  William  Daniels  oi' 
Boon  county,  Kentucky,  and  five  others,  armed  with  clubs,  dirks 
and  pistols,  surrounded  the  house  of  this  defenceless  female,  and 
carried  her  and  her  children  off  to  slavery,  in  which  they  remain  to 
this  day.  In  due  time,  an  indictment  was  found  against  the  kidnap- 
pers, a  demand  made  in  the  prescribed  form  for  their  surrender,  and 
an  agent  sent  by  our  Governor  to  receive  them.  The  Executive  of 
Kentucky  returned  an  evasive  answer,  and  the  agent  of  Ohio,  in- 
vested with  all  the  dignity  of  the  State,  was  mobbed  out  of  Ken- 
tucky, narrowly  escaping  with  his  life.  Four  subsequent  efforts 
were  made  by  Governor  Morrow  to  bring  the  criminals  to  justice, 
but  all  without  success.     Kentucky  would  not  tolerate  it. 

No  sooner  was  the  result  of  the  Mahan  trial  known,  than  a  series 
of  efforts  was  set  on  foot,  designed  to  prepare  the  people  of  Ohio 
for  new  concessions. 

First,  an  account  of  the  trial  of  Mahan  is  published  in  the  Mays- 
ville  Eagle,  accompanied  with  comments  very  flattering  to  Ken- 
tucky justice,  and  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  calling  upon 
ihem,  to  provide  additional  securities  for  the  protection  of  slavery; 
because  a  Kentucky  Judge  had  been  so  righteous,  as  not  to  hold  a 
citizen  of  Ohio  amenable  to  his  jurisdiction. 

Next,  this  article  is  republished  in  several  of  the  papers  of  our 
State;  the  comments  of  the  Eagle  are  endorsed;  Kentucky  justice 
is  again  magnified;  and  the  appeal  meets  a  warm  response.  Grate- 
ful to  our  sister  State,  for  not  imposing  her  laws  on  the  citizens  of 
Ohio,  our  editors  concur  with  the  Eagle,  that  it  is  nothing  more 
than  fair,  that  the  legislature  should  do  something  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  slave-holders.  One  even  goes  so  far  as  to  recommend,  that  a  part 
of  the  slave  code  be  incorporated  with  our  own  laws.  He  would 
make  the  act  of  aiding  a  run-away-slave  in  Ohio,  a  penitentiary 
offence,  subjecting  the  offender  to  two  or  twenty  years  confine- 
ment. 

Soon,  Gov.  Clark  issues  his  message,  "breathing  out  threatenings 
and  slaughter,"  and  rank  with  false  charges  against  a  large  and  res- 
pectable portion  of  the  citizens  of  this  State.  Picking  up  newspa- 
per reports,  as  groundless  as  they  are  malignant,  he  arraigns  Aboli- 
tionists before  the  public,  as  base  plotters  against  the  peace  and 
rights  of  Kentucky,  flagrant  violators  of  her  laws,  overleaping  the 
limits  of  free  discussion,  to  mingle  personally  with  the  slaves  in  the 
fields,  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  them  to  strike  for  libeity.     All 
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this  is  designed  to  reach  the  legislature  of  this  State,  so  as  loinflaiiK; 
their  hatred  against  Abolitionists,  awaken  concern  for  the  honor  of 
Ohio,  and  impel  them  totlie  adoption  of  a  severe  pro-slavery  policy. 
About  the  same  ti.ne,  the  Frankfort  Commonvv^ealtli  utters  its 
voice.  Tiie  machinations  of  Abolitionists,  their  lawless  acts,  their 
gross  invasions  of  the  rights  of  slave-holders,  are  the  burthen  of 
its  lamentation.  It  addresses  itself  more  directly  to  our  legislature, 
not  in  the  language  of  entreaty,  but  of  menace.  Hear  it.  ''She 
(Kentucky)  will  not  idly  menace.     The  anger  of  Kentucky  is 

WAXING  WARII." 

The  legishiture  of  our  sister  State  begins  to  move.  A  resolution 
passes  the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  two  commissioners  to 
proceed  to  Columbus,  and  urge  upon  the  legislature  the  propriety 
of  passing  some  law  to  restrain  our  citizens,  from  interfering  with 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave  in  Kentucky.  The  Maysville 
Monitor,  thinks  that  Ohio  owes  this  to  her  neighbor.  The  Oliio 
Statesman  concurs,  and  talks  of  the  "robbery,  phmder  and  officious 
interference"  of  Abolitionists,  (for  Abolitionists,  the  editor  means, 
though  afraid  to  speak  out  like  a  man.)  And  on  the  back  of  all, 
the  Cincinnati  Gazette  writes,  ''good.''  The  editor  compliments 
the  "good  sense"  of  the  Statesman,  approves  of  the  "move  of  Ken- 
tucky," would  "make  large  concessions,"  and  talks  of  making  an 
experiment  "of  laws  of  exact  and  hard  justice !" 

Slave-state  papers  at  the  same  time  assume  to  instruct  our  legisla- 
ture, as  to  the  kind  of  legislation  required  by  Kentucky.  The  Lou- 
isville City  Gazette,  speaking  of  the  way  in  which  aid  to  escaping 
slaves  might  be  forbidden  in  Ohio,  said, — 

"This  might  be  done  by  tlie  enaction  of  laws,  imposing  adequate  pendlties  for 
aiding  or  assisting  in  removing  any  slave  from  Kentucky,  or  for  bringing  any 
person  of  color  within  either  state  unless  free,  l)y  mukirig  color  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  s/averi/,  and  by  authorizing  prosecutions  in  their  courts  by  indictment. 
It  might  conduce  to  this  end  to  allow  the  owner  to  recover  twice  the  value  if 
anij  slave  thus  abducted,  aided,  abetted,  or  assixted.  We  think  this  better 
adapted  to  the  end,  than  to  denounce  hanging  unto  death,  against  oflenders.  who 
never  would  be  caught." 

The  same  paper  carefully  watched  the  proceedings  of  our  legis- 
lature, respecting  which  it  used  the  following  language. 

"We  confess,"  says  the  Louisville  City  Gazette,  "we  are  not  very  san-uirio. 
It  will  be  an  arduous  business;  yet  as  we  deem  it  the  duti/ of  Ohio  to  gravt 
luhat  tins  State  rerpiests  upon  the  subject,  it  is  difiicult  for  us  to  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  party  politics,  or  a  mistaken  zeal  for  the  blacks,  can  prevail  over 
the  dictates  of  unity  and  good  faith." 

Again : — 
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"We  agree  with  lUe  Cincinnati  Gazette,  that  the  Conimisaioners  have  a  deli- 
cate duty  to  perform.  They  have  to  contend  with  long  cherished  and  settled 
habits  nf  thought  and  of  action.  Nor  is  (heir  task  rendered  the  Jess  difficult 
by  the  political  positioii  of  parlies  in  the  State.  Each  party  will  be  exceedingly 
cautious  how  they  act  and  how  the  prejudices  of  tne  mass  may  be  aroused.  We 
shall  hear  speedily  from  Columbus,  and  shall  be  careful  to  keep  our  readers  ad- 
vised of  what  may  occur." 

To  show  how  fully  bent  was  the  slaveholder  on  carrying  his 
point,  we  quote  another  paragraph  from  the  same  paper,  in  which 
allusion  is  made  to  Flood's  anti-abolition  resolutions. 

"If  the  members  do  not  think  that  (his  c?«/;/!/ declaration  of  opinion  is  all  that 
Kentucky  can  claim,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  their  oivn  hardihood  and  liberal 
courage  in  having  gone  thus  far;  hut  are  willing  (o  give  us  the  substance  as  well 
as  the  shadow,  we  would  suppose  this  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  as 
propitious  to  our  wishes.     As  Mr.  Ritchie  says,  nous  v^rrons.''' 

"Is  it  possible,"  said  a  slaveholding  member  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  when  he  heard  of  the  demands  of  Kentucky  on  Ohio, — "is 
it  possible  that  Ohio  can  submit  to  such  dictation?"  The  slave- 
holder himself  cannot  but  be  amazed  at  the  depth  of  that  servility 
which  yields  to  his  demands. 

It  might  be  proper  here  to  speak  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Flood, 

but  their  cliaracter  is  such  as  renders  thein  unworthy  of  a  particular 

notice.     It  is  enough  to  know,  that  they  were  generally  in  substance 

the  same  as  the   Alherton-resolutions;  and   that  the   movement  by 

which  they  were  carried,  was  at  the  instance  and  under  the  control 

of  slaveholding  influence.     One  resolution,  however,  was   passed, 

so  particularly  detestable  in  character,  that  it  deserves  to  be  placed 

on  record. 

After  the   passage  of  Flood's  resolutions,   Mr.  Hamilton  moved 

the  following. 

"Resolved,  That  every  cidzen  has  an  indispulable  right  to  speak,  write  or 
print  upon  any  subject,  as  he  thinks  proper,  being  liable  for  the  abuse  of  that 
liberty." 

Mr.  Brough  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
'■'Resolved.''''  and  inserting  the  following: 

"That  the  blacks  and  malattoes  who  may  be  residents  within  this  State,  have 
no  constitutional  right  to  present  their  petitions  to  the  General  Assembly  for  any 
purpose  whatsoever;  and  that  any  reception  of  such  petitions  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Assembly  is  a  mere  act  of  privilege  or  policy,  and  not  imposed  by  any 
expressed  or  implied  power  of  the  Constitution." 

Mr.  Hamilton's  words  were  stricken  o\ii,ycas  38,  nays  27:  Mr. 
Brough's  substitute  was  adopted,  ?/f«.s-  41.  nuys2Z. 

Meantime,  the  Kentucky  Commissioners  were  appointed,  and 
passed  through  Cincinnati  on  their  way  to  Columbus. 


56  .inntnil  lieporl. 

The  servile  press  welfonied  their  arrival,  and  glorified  their  tnis- 
.sioii.  The  torpid  press  announced  their  coming,  but  expressed  no 
feeling  as  to  the  objects  for  which  they  had  been  sent.  The  free 
press,  a  few  papers,  spoke  out  in  tones  of  manly  indignation.  The 
voice  of  the  people  of  Ohio  was  not  heard;  no  pains  were  taken  to 
ascertain  their  sentiment. 

The  Commissioners  reach  Columbus;  the  Legislature  is  moved; 
it  is  eager  to  do  them  honor;  and  opens  a  willing  ear  to  their  com- 
munications. Committees  are  appointed,  in  both  houses,  to  wait 
upon  them.  The  privilege  is  accorded  to  them  of  communicating 
orally,  or  by  letter.  They  prefer  complaints,  without  proof:  the 
legislature  asks  for  none.  They  basely  calumniate  the  character 
of  citizens  of  Ohio:  our  representatives  are  willing  listeners.  They 
dictate  coolly,  and  at  length,  to  the  legislature,  what  laws  they  wish 
passed,  and  for  what  purpose;  they  define  them  clearly;  they  do 
not  petition — they  demand,  and  our  repiesenlatives  meekly  acqui- 
esce. True,  they  have  nothing  to  communicate  about  the  kidnap- 
ping of  their  citizens  by  "evil-disposed  persons  in  Ohio;"  of  the 
incarceration  of  their  citizens  in  the  jails  of  Ohio;  of  the  trial  of 
their  citizens  before  the  tribunals  of  Ohio  for  acts  done  in  Kentucky; 
of  rewards  offered  for  their  citizens  by  villains  in  Ohio;  of  the 
abuse  of  their  citizens,  and  breaking  open  their  houses  by  marau- 
ders from  Ohio,  No;  their  demand  is  a  very  modest  one; — it  is 
only  that  Ohio  should  enact  laws  to  strengthen  the  grasp  of  Ken- 
tucky masters  on  men,  whom  they  have  robbed  of  their  liberty; — 
it  is  only  that  Ohio  should  be  the  patient,  well-drilled,  well-skilled, 
indefatigable,  sleepless,  unscrupulous  slave-catcher  of  Kentucky. — 
The  demand  is  assented  to:  no  generous  emotion  of  indignation 
kindles  in  the  bosom  of  that  heartless  assembly.  This  is  a  demand 
they  dare  not  re?ist~and  would  not,  if  they  dared.  It  is  the  dare 
holder  who  speaks, — his  voice  has  authority.  It  is  aluveri/  that  is 
in  peril, — its  interests  must  be  secured. 

Just  at  this  juncture  appears  the  unfortunate  Mahan, — the  man 
who,  through  the  instrumentality  of  perjury,  had  been  incarcerated 
in  one  of  the  jails  of  Kentucy,  and  tried  by  one  of  her  tribunals,  for 
acts,  which  his  accusers  did  not  even  pretend  were  done  cut  of  Ohio. 
His  defence  cost  him  and  his  friends  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. His  time  had  been  wasted;  and,  for  months,  he  was  compelled 
to  bear  the  disgrace  and  pain  of  imprisonment,  ironed  like  a  felon. 
He  presents  his  memorial  to  the   legislature,  setting  forth  his  griev- 
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auces,  and  humbly  asking  for  some  little  compensation.  His  pre- 
sence is  hardly  noticed;  few  ears  are  turned  to  listen  to  the  story  of 
his  wrongs;  his  prayer  is  carelessly  referred  to  one  of  the  standing 
committees,  which  finally  reported  adversely  to  his  chim. 

But,  the  Commissioners  wait.  They  depart  not  till  the  bill  in- 
troduced in  accordance  with  their  wishes  is  passed.  On  February 
5th,  it  is  brought  forward  in  the  house  by  Mr.  Lowe,  forced 
rapidly  to  a  second  reading — no  time  given  for  careful  examination 
and  discussion — all  amendments  designed  to  guard  the  rights  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  rejected, — and  on  the  11th,  it  passes  the  house  by 
a  majority  of  54  to  13 ! ! ! 

In  the  Senate  it  met  with  more  vigorous  opposition.  A  few  noble 
spirits  felt  the  degradation  to  which  their  state  was  about  to  be  re- 
duced. The  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported  it  back 
with  some  unessential  amendments.  For  several  days  its  passage 
was  contested,  until  the  Servile*  at  length  resolved  to  vote  down  ev- 
ery proposition  for  amendment,  in  sullen  silence,  without  further 
discussion.  On  the  22nd  of  February,  Mr.  Smith  of  Warren  made 
a  long  speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  concluding  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
evenino-.  A  motion  was  then  made,  to  adjourn,  but  voted  down,  by 
a  strictly  party-vote;  and  the  opponents  of  the  bill  were  plainly  told, 
that,  if  they  had  any  thing  further  to  say,  they  must  devote  the  night 
to  it,  for  the  question  was  to  be  decided  before  adjournment.  So 
abominable  an  act  of  tyranny  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  could  only 
have  been  perpetrated  by  men,  who  had  basely  yielded  themselves 
up,  to  the  service  of  the  slave  holder. 

Finally,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February,  the  bill  was 
passed,  the  deed  was  done;  the  constitution  denied;  human  nature 
outraged;  the  law  of  God  set  at  naught;  the  cup  of  our  shame  was 
filled  to  overflowing.  Other  states  are  rapidly  advancing  in  liberal 
sentiment.  Massachusetts  and  Vermont  have  given  already  abundant 
evidence,  that  the  spirit  of  '76  is  about  to  preside  over  their  councils. 
The  lower  house  of  the  N.  Y.  Leg.  has  protested  against  the  gag  reso- 
lutions of  Congress,  and  nobly  asserted  the  right  of  petition.  But  Ohio 

\qx  law-givers  forge  gags  for  their  own  use,  and  when  Kentucky 

speaks,  fetters  for  their  constituents.  Tears  of  blood  cannot  efface  the 
foul  blot  they  have  fastened  upon  her  honor.  In  the  gaze  of  a  civilized 
world,  she  now  stands  alone,  eminent  in  infamy,  with  her  character 
fqr  humanity,  freedom,  and  independence,  blasted  and  blackened; 
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and  her  only  reward   is,  the  hollow  praise  of  the  slave  holder,  who 
in  his  heart  loathes  the  meanness  which  yielded  to  his  demands. 

On  the  nature  of  this  law,  we  have  no  room  to  dwell.  It  is 
enough  to  know,  that  it  denies  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  converts 
the  ministerial  ofHces  of  the  Ohio  courts  of  justice  into  the  igno- 
minious tools  of  slave-holders;  invites  the  most  flagrant  aggressions 
on  personal  rights  by  securing  the  aggressor  against  liability  of  pun- 
ishment; tends  to  place  the  people  of  Ohio  in  the  position  of  open 
supporters  of  the  practice  of  slave  holding;  is  an  outrage  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  State;  an  inhuman  attempt  to  strangle  the  most 
generous  sympathies  of  the  human  heart,  and  a  bold,  blasphemous 
violation  of  ihe  law  God. 

We  have  thus  faintly  sketched  the  steadily  progressive  arro- 
gance and  encroachments  of  the  slave-holding  power,  for  the  last 
twelve  months;  for  our  illustrations,  numerous  as  they  are,  are  con- 
fined chiefly  to  this  period.  We  have  done  so,  not  only  because  it 
was  desirable  to  quicken  the  zeal  and  infuse  new  energy  into  the 
efforts  of  abolitionists,  but  because  it  was  important  to  show  what 
an  imperious  obligation  rests  upon  the  people  of  the  free  slates,  to 
fill  their  legislatures  and  the  Congress  of  the  Union  with  men,  who 
will  unite  in  a  fixed  resolution,  to  resist  upon  every  point  any  fur- 
ther exaction  of  the  spirit  of  slavery,  and  to  carry  out  to  the  fullest 
extent  warranted  by  the  federal  constitution,  those  principles  of  lib- 
erty  and  equality  on  which  the  republic  is  professedly  based. 


•  LETTER  FROM  JAMES  A.  THOME. 

Oberlin,  May  2Sd,  1839. 
My  Dear  Friend  : — 

It  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  could  I  have  complied 
with  your  solicitations  to  attend  the  approaching  anniversary  of  the 
State  Anti-Slavery  Society;  but  it  seems  to  be  out  of  my  power.— 
I  assure  you  I  have  felt  very  strong  promptings,  aside  from  your 
urgent  invitations,  to  be  present  on  this  occasion.  There  will  be 
brought  together  many  from  various  parts  of  the  state  among  whom 
it  was  my  privilege  to  labor  during  the  earlier  and  feebler  conflicts 
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of  this  growing  cause.  I  earnestly  desire  to  look  upon  their  well 
remembered  faces,  to  grasp  their  hands  once  more  and  to  bespeak 
them,  "watchmen,  what  of  the  night?"  There  will  be  assembled 
others  who  are  later  converts  to  the  cause — who  were  more  tardy 
in  giving  in  their  adherence,  but  1  trust  are  no  less  hearty  now. — 
Perhaps  among  these  I  might  recognize  some  who  foi.r  years  ago 
were  the  avowed  opposers  or  at  least  the  indifferent  hearers  of  an 
unworthy  laborer — and  I  am  sure  it  would  afford  peculiar  gratifica- 
tion to  see  ihem  at  last  on  the  side  of  mercy  and  human  rights.  I 
feel  moreover  a  strong  desire  to  embrace  so  favorable  an  opportuni- 
ty of  noiitig  the  progress  of  our  cause  since  we  assembled  in  the 
Granville  Barn,  surrounded  with  the  weapons  of  defence  and  the 
threats  of  a  drunken  mob.  That  was  tlie  last  Anniversary  I  have 
been  permitted  lo  attend.  The  three  interesting  years  since,  have 
doubtless  given  great  extension  to  our  principles  in  lliis  state;  for  it 
is  impossible  that  such  principles  so  vital  and  commanding,  identi- 
cal with  the  foundation  truths  of  our  state  and  National  Govern- 
ments, and  emanating  from  the  word  of  God — should  be  proclaimed 
without  meeting  a  response  and  a  welcome  in  some  hearts  in  every 
place.  When  I  consider  the  activity  of  your  press,  the  multiplica- 
tion of  pamphlets  and  books,  and  the  assiduous  labors  of  living  lec- 
turers within  the  bounds  of  our  state,  I  am  almost  ready  to  exclaim 
"what  now  remains  to  be  done,  but  to  unite  in  congratulations  and 
thanksgivings?"  But  my  impulses  are  checked — iny  emotions  are 
chilled  wl.en  I  open  my  eyes  upon  present  resiiiies.  Instead  of 
exulting  over  the  deliverance  of  the  slave — and  what  else  in  the 
name  of  liberly  and  truth  should  we  be  doiug  at  this  late  period,  in 
this  time  of  mental  and  spiritual  illumination,  in  this  day  of  the  out- 
goings of  generous  sympathies  over  the  earth,  7Wiv  when  the  Is- 
lands of  the  sea  are  clapping  their  u.-ifettereil  hands — instead  of  ex- 
ulting over  the  deliverance  of  the  American  slave,  alas  !  we  are  con- 
strained to  mourn  over  the  ihraldrom  and  degradation  of  Ohio's 
own  citizens.  While  we  should  be  flocking  up  from  the  four  quar- 
ters on  chejrful  feet  to  commemorate  the  burial  of  the  last  chain  and 
whip;  0  shame  !  we  are  compelled  to  drag  our  own  fettered  limbs 
to  a  melancholy  convocation,  called  to  consult  over  our  own  wrongs 
and  to  devise  a  redemption  from  our  own  oppressions.  You  can- 
not, my  dear  sir,  but  know  to  what  I  allude.  The  late  enactments 
of  our  I/egislature,  in  obedience  lo  the  arrogant  demands  of  a  sister 
state  are  too  notorious  to  be  for  a  moment  overlooked.     Ohio  lawa 
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have  enslaved  Ohio  citizens.  The  representatives,  creatures  of  a 
(lay,  have  yoked  their  own  constituents  to  tlie  car  of  power  and  par- 
ty. A  rod  of  iron  has  smitten  the  face  of  free  Ohio,  A  chain  has 
gone  over  hill  and  valley  of  her  free  soil,  and  that  chain  has  been 
rivited  to  the  staple  of  Kentucky  slavery  by  parricidal  hands.  A 
deep  broad  stain  of  foul  disgrace  has  spread  from  centre  to  circum- 
ference over  Constitution,  laws,  institutions,  every  thing  of  which 
we  had  reason  to  be  proud.  A  worse  than  vandal  extermination  has 
been  ordered  among  the  best  dictates  and  the  kindliest  yearnings  of 
our  hearts.  The  promptings  of  pity  and  the  gushings  of  sympathy 
toward  the  outcast  wanderer,  have  been  intimated  by  the  array  of 
bailiffs,  lictors,  and  prison  walls,  and  dungeon  damps.  The  hand 
of  charity  stretched  forth  to  relieve,  has  been  palsied  by  law.  The 
voice  of  brotherhood  opening  upon  a  stranger's  ear,  has  been  hush- 
ed by  stern  command.  Benevolence  has  been  made  criminal,  and 
obedience  to  Christ,  punishable  with  fines  and  imprisonment.  A 
sentinel  has  been  stationed  at  every  freeman's  door  to  watch  who 
goes  in  and  who  comes  out.  A  censor  has  been  appointed  over 
every  freeman's  table  and  wardrobe  to  prescribe  who  shall  receive 
a  loaf  of  bread  and  who  a  coat.  A  lock  has  been  fastened  upon  ev- 
ery freeman's  well  with  orders  to  whom  "the  cup  of  cold  water" 
shall  be  disposed.  An  arrest  has  been  laid  upon  every  freeman's 
baggage,  and  every  vehicle  Northward  bound  is  subject  to  a  halt 
and  countermach.  A  system  of  the  basest  espionage  has  been  es- 
tablished in  time  of  peace,  among  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens, 
which  converts  every  man's  own  household  into  spies  and  infor- 
mers.    All  this  and  more  has  been  perpetrated  amongst  us  in  1839. 

Then  brethren  is  there  nothing  to  do?  While  the  enactments  of 
the  last  Legislature  defile  ouv  Statute  book,  have  we  nothing  to  do  ? 
Before  God  we  are  in  our  measure  responsible  for  the  continuance 
of  the  black  laws.  Let  us  not,  I  beseech  yon,  be  hilled  into  inac- 
tivity by  the  consideration  that  these  laws  are  likely  to  be  inopera- 
tive. What  is  this  to  us  ?  Shall  we  be  willing  to  walk  under  the 
whip,  because  it  may  not  for  a  time  descend  upon  us  in  stripes! — 
Shall  we  consent  to  have  manacles  made  ik  the  Chambers  of  our 
Capitals,  and  stored  up  in  the  public  vaults,  and  remain  at  ease  be- 
cause they  are  not  already  fitted  to  our  wrists?  No.  Let  us  be 
resolved  upon  undoing  what  has  been  done  as  the  only  means  of  re- 
deeming our  state  from  reproach  and  our  necks  from  the  yoke. 

With  the  earnest  prayer  that  God  may  grant  your  convention 
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wisdom  to  plan  successfully  for  the  repeal  of  the  Black  Laws,  and 
bless  your  consultations  to  the  deliverance  of  the  oppressed  both  in 
Ohio  and  the  Soth,  and  with  assurances  of  the  warmest  esteem  for 
any  personal  acquaintances  who  may  be  present,  I  remain 

Affectionately  yours  for  the  suffering^slave. 

JAS.  A.  THOME. 

Dr.  G.  Bailey,  Cor.  Sec. 


L,IST  OF  PLEDGES    MADE  AT  THE  ANNIVERSARY  AT 
PUTNAM,  May  30,  1839. 

A.  Allen, $5  00 

D.  Allen,          -        -        -        -        -        -  5  00 

Antrim,  Guernsey  co.         -        -         -         -  3  00 

Bellefontaine,              10  00 

Burel,  L.  G.,              -         -         -         -         -  5  00  paid 

Bryant,  Jos.,               5  00  paid 

Bushnell,  Rev.  H.,               ....  25  00 

Bailey,  Gamaliel, 10  00 

Burr,  Tim., 10  00 

Birney,  J.  G., 50  00 

Brook,  Dr.  A., 10  00 

Byrd,  John  H., 5  00 

Brook,  James  B., 5  00 

Brown,  J.  C,               5  00  paid            , 

Cherokee  A.  S.  S.,  Logan  co.                -         -  20  00 

Clinton  co. 50  00 

Cadiz,  per  R.  Hanna,          ....  100  00  paid 

Cincinnati,  per  G.  Bailey,             -         -         -  600  00 

Calel,  J.  D., 50  00  paid  $15 

Cabel,  M.  J., 5  00  paid 

Craig,  S. 5  00  paid 

Deerfield,  Morgan  co.,          -         -         -         -  50  00 

D.  Witt,  Luke, 10  00 

Davis,  B.  F., -  5  00 

Dugdale,  John, 5  00  paid 

Donaldson,  Christian,           -         -         -         -  100  00  paid 

Donaldson,  Wm., 100  00  paid 

Donaldson,  Thos., 100  00  paid 

Dicksby,  David, 5  00 

Day,  William,              -        -        -        -        -  1  00  paid 
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Friends,  names  not  given, 

Greenfield,  Highland  co., 

Granville,  Licking  co., 

Georgetown,  Harrison  co., 

Gibbs,  Elisha, 

George,  H., 

George,  VVm. 

George  Alex.       -         .         . 

Guthrie,  A.  A.  -         .    ' 

Gormly,  David, 

Green  co.,  per  —  Purdy, 

Harrisviile,  Medina  co. 

Healon,  Jas.        -         -         . 

Hunt,  J.  ... 

Hanna,  Robert,  of  Cadiz 

Hathaway,  Pardon, 

Hebardsville,  per  J.  M.  Hibben, 

Jackson  co.  A.  S.  S. 

Irish,  Wm.  B, 

Irish,  Wm.  B.,  for  A.  S.  Soc. 

Jones,  Lemuel, 

Jamison,  John, 

King,  Leicester, 

Keene  A  S  S,  Coshocton  co, 

Ludlow,  J  C  .         - 

Mt  Vernon,  Knox  co., 

Lees  Run,  per  R.  Hammond 

Moore,  H.  M.,  Newark, 

Mc^Teely,  Cyrus 

Moore,  Milton 

Mariani,  Cyrus 

Morgan  co.  per  Geo,  Morris 

Mt  Pleasant,  cent  a  week  Soc. 

Newtown,  Muskingum  co. 

New  Athens,  Harrison  co. 

New  Concord,  Muskingum  co. 

New  Concord,  Juvenile  Soc. 

New  Garden,  Columbiana  co. 

Putnam,  Muskingum  co. 

Pennsville,  Morgan  co. 

Obear,  Wm.         -         .         . 

Pettyjohn,  Abraham, 

Parish,  F  D        -        .        . 

Peru,  ASS,  Delaware  co. 

RoPH    CO. 


21  26  paid 

100  00 

200  00 

70  00  paid  $36 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00  paid 
60  00 

5  00  paid 
60  00 

50  00  paid  §10 
5  00  paid 
5  00 

10  00  paid 
5  00 
25  00  paid  $8 
5  00  paid 
20  00  paid 
13  00  paid 
10  00  paid 
5  00 
50  00  paid 
10  00 
100  00 
CO  00 
30  00 
10  00 
50  00 
10 'OO  paid 
5  00  paid 
50  00  paid 
5  00  paid 
23  00 

70  00  paid  $6 

50  00 

20  00 

30  CO 

100  00 

10  00 

5  00  paid 

5  00 

10  00 

30  00 

175  00 
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Ripley,  Brown  co. 
Robinson,  E. 
Robinson,  Mrs. 
Rodgers,  Thos. 
Rodgers,  Wm.  H. 
Trumbull  co. 
Sardinia,  Brown  ■co. 
Talmadge,  Portage  co. 
Strick'and,  Marie. 
Smith,  S, 
Sturges,  Edward, 
Smith,  Thos. 
Sheppard,  M., 
Tracy,  John  M. 
Stone,  Curtis, 
Simpson,  Matthew, 
Trimble,  jr.,  John, 
Strongville,  Cuyahoga  co. 


200  00 

5  GO 

15  CO 

5  00  paid 

10  00 

200  00 

65  00 

50  00 

10  00  paid  $b 

5  00  paid 

25  00  paid 

- 

5  00 

- 

10  00 

- 

1   00  paid 

- 

5  00  paid 

- 

5  00  paid 

- 

1  00  paid 

- 

10  00 

Total  am'nt.  Pledged,  $3555  26 
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